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TO 

MISS LINWOOD. 



L 



MADAM, 

OOKING round the world for 
a Patroness to whom I might 
wish to address the following obser- 
vations, I could perceive none at this 
present sera from whom I might de- 
rive more honor, or iSnd one more 
eminently distinguished than yourself. 

Had you lived in the mythological 
days of old, the transcendent labours 
of your ingenious hands might have 

raised 
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( iv ) 
raised your name to a state of immor- 
tality, and the sapient God^ placed on 
his bright Parnassian throne, won- 
dering at what you had done, might 
have added another sister to the celes- 
tial NINE, and called her Unica, 
for being so great a Mistress of the 
Phrygian art. 

If, at an hour of relaxation, you 
^shall be pleased to think any of the 
following pages worthy your perusal, 
it will be the highest gratification to, 

MADAM, 

Your most humble 

And obedient Servant, 
GEO. S. CAREY. 
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A S the rage for visiting the different Wa- 
tering Places in this kingdom has every 
season become more and more general, I shall 
make no other Apology for my introducing 
this Balnearean system, than that it might have 
been better done by many others than myself, 
had the same idea come before them* There 
are partial accounts given of every place that 
1 have spoken of, but they have been written 
by some inhabitant on the spot, or some hire- 
ling, who for his interest's sake has been 
obliged to say something handsome, should the 
situation be ever so ugly, and given the qualities 
of each place, like a fair piece of white paper, 
without a spot, and with one insipid sameness of 
perfection. Every one of the places in question 
has its beauties and defects; therefore, like 
a landscape, the best way is to give each its 
natural colouring, so that, where the defects 
A 2 are 
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VI THE APOLOCY. 

are introduced in a dark or dingy ground^ the 
beauties are always seen with a better eflFect, 
by being thrown judiciously in by the painter 
as a contrast in some advantageous situation, 
where the excellencies are heightened by com- 
parison. 

What I have ventured to give the Public is 
little more than a kind of chart, in which 
the Reader, looking over it by his fire-side in 
the winter, may bethink himself what place 
would be the most convenient for him to visit 
in the summer^ 

It may seem odd perhaps, and look like 
Vanity in me, having obtruded two or three 
favorite bantlings of mj humble Muse into 
the following pages ; but, as many of them 
have been seen like poor wandering foundlings, 
thrown upon the world without their real pa- 
rents' name being known, and none to tell to 
whom they belong, I thought it high time to 
declare my self the Father ; especially when I 
have been so often told that the relationship has 
been given to another, and he must be an unna- 
tural Father indeed who denies his own chil- 
dren; 
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dren ; for the poorest mother and the humblest 
father, though their offspring should be ever so 
ragged or ever so plain, are generally tenacious 
of their being called by the name of any other 
family, and I have many of the same feature 
scattered about the v^rorld in a state of obscurity, 
and have often laughed when I have been asked 
to whom they belonged. 

As I have never had interest, like the Authors 
of Fal de Ral Tit, the Little Farthing Rush^ 
Light, and many other writers of such elegant 
and classical productions, to have my songs 
ushered from the stage, my poor disconsolate 
brats have seldpm been seen or heard in public, 
but when they have been yelled through the 
loud discordant lungs of an itinerant ballad* 
singer, where they have been more attended to 
from the incident than the music by the plebeian 
listeners in the streets of London, or sung, as 
Tom of Bedlam did his frantic scraps, " at 
fairs, or wakes, or marked-towns;" and, my 
relatives hereafter, when I may ie no more, 
though I may have done so little, may be glad, 
trifling as they are, that I have done so muchf 
and be pleased with them because they were 
mine. 

SUB- 
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MARGATE, 

THE Reader often feels as great 
a satisfaction in going over the 
excursions of another in print, as if 
he had trod the ground himself; at 
iBiy rate, it is less irksome and less ex* 
pensive than the trouble of travelling 
two or three thousand miles. 

When a man has paid his deposit 

to a book-keeper, at an inn in Lon- 

B don. 
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2 MARGATE. 

don, for being conveyed to Edinburgh, 
or any such-like distance, in a stage- 
coach, he is little aware, if he should 
be a stranger to travelling, of what 
mortifications, what impositions, and 
what impediments, he will meet with 
on the road, Shakespeare says, "For- 
tune never comes with both hands 
full,'* — nor does pleasure* A travel- 
ler, from his first setting out upon such 
a journey, will find himself va victim 
to the hostler, the coachman, the 
waiter, the chamber-maid, and the 
inn-keeper; for, notwithstanding the 
plausible advertisements held out by 
the coach-master to the public, of 
*' Expedition, safe and easy travelling, 
with good treatment,'* and similar 
allurements, it ^s a hundred to one by 
die time they have changed the first 
^et of horses, the passenger will find 

himself 
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himself in as aukward a situation, and 
as little respected, as if he was a con- 
vict, under the influence of a jail- 
keeper, on his voyage to Botany-bay, 
male or female, old or young, or let 
their description be whatever it may. 

In our police there is as needful a 
look-out necessary, in respect to this 
species of abuse^ as any other trespass 
on mankind, being too often practised 
on the embarrassed traveller to a de- 
gree of terror, and sometimes cruelty; 
some provisional mode^ therefore, of 
speedy redress and restitution, while 
he is on the road^ ought to be made, by 
the Magistracy, to protect the injured 
and helpless from becoming subject to 
such unwarrantable measures. 



To 
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4 MARGATE. 

To digress from the general subject^ 
I will make my way to Margate, 
and pursue particular ones. 

Should you visit this^ pleasureable 
watering place, and its vicinities, in 
the summer-season, you can hardly 
travel through a country that has more 
attractive scenes, or more variety of 
prospect than the county of Kent. 
You no sooner reach Shooter's HilU 
than the eye is arrested with natural 
and numerous landscapes of hill and 
dale, wood and water, until you arrive 
at Sarre, in the isle of Thanet. The 
purpose of your journey is known by 
every inn-keeper, hostler, coachman, 
postboy, and waiter, on the road ; 
and, like a sheep that has been under 
the necessity of making his way 
through a wild of thickets, in order 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



MARGATE. 5 

to get at and assemble with the social 
flock, you are sure to lose a great deal 
of wool before you get to your journey's 
end ; and, when you arrive at the place 
in question, you are considered as a 
summer-fly, certain of meeting with 
a number of gaping swallows ever 
ready to receive you. 

Yet I do not know a watering-place 
that is mpre calculated to gratify a 
party on a summer's excursion than 
Margate and its environs ; nor is there 
one where the ladies have been so 
considered, or so accommodated. The 
Bathing-rrooms are not only well situ- 
ated as to their easy access to the 
machines, but as a pleasant retreat, at 
a small subscription, where you are fur- 
nished with the news of the day, and 
have a pleasant look-out in the mor^- 
fiz ing 
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6 MARGATE. 

ing over the green ocean, — now a 
calna, now a breeze ; and sometimes 
presenting itself with all its gran- 
deur in a terrific storm ; in the even- 
ing, parties assemble in the different 
rooms, and, what is seldom found in 
other places of the kind, accord in 
amity, and find an innocent and lau- 
dable entertainment for themselves. 

Each room is generally provided 
with a piano-forte; and is seldom at 
' a loss for a willing and ingenious hand 
to display its dexterity, and give it har- 
iHony; nor are the vocal powers re- 
strainedvin those that are possessed of 
that enviable ability/ 

The harbour is sheltered and de- 
fended by the pier, has a fine sand, and 
a level bottom; so that the bather, 

unless 
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unless the wind and the tide be un- 
commonly high, is seldom annoyed 
by the turbulency of the waves. 

The Assembly-room is spacious, and 
a good object, standing in the centre 
of the town. The theatre is a royal 
one, well concerted in respect to size, 
and proportioned to the place. It is 
remarkably neat, and seems to be well 
conducted; the performers are better, 
in point of competition in the gross, 
than at most watering places, but are 
not always so well attended as they 
sometimes deserve to be. This may 
proceed from the multiplicity of dice- 
boxes' which are generally rattling at 
theatricabhours ; for at the raffie-board 
every one is an' actor; and, as the 
spirit of gambling infuses itself into 
the hearts and minds of men with a 

much 
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8 MARGATE. 

much stronger and more interested 
propensity than the lines of Shake- 
speare or the notes of Handel, it is not 
to be wondered at, when you see the 
theatre so often empty, or a deserv- 
ing actor, with all his ability and best 
exertions, neglected. 

There is a tolerable market, but it 
is not so well supplied as might be 
wished; and, if you are desirous to 
furnish your table with the necessary 
comforts of the day, you must get up 
by six o'clock in the morning, and 
scramble for them, otherwise you may 
chance to go v^ithout your dinner. 

The Pier is a lounging place for 

. many people every evening, but of a 

Sunday it is a general promenade, 

where you will see a greater diversity 

of 
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of object, a more heterogeneous group 
than at any place in England ; which 
often enables the ingenious artist, 
when he is disposed to make use of his 
pencil, to treat the world with a 
whimsical caricature or two. The 
Libraries are uncommcMily elegant ; 
particularly the upper one, which was 
built by Mr, Hall. 

Dandelion, about a mile and a half 
from Margate, is as pleasant and rural 
a retreat as can be found any where ; 
possessing a grove, an extensive and 
well-levelled bowling-green, encircled 
with a voluptuous and variegated 
shrubbery of the rarest plants and 
flowers, intersected with seats of ac- 
commodation, like to those at Bag- 
nigge- Wells or White-Conduit House* 
The dwelling from whence the place 

takes 
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takes its name is ancient, formerly 
belonged to a family of that name, 
who refided there, and^ by the stately 
gateway which is now standing, they 
must have been people of great re- 
spect, being adorned with battlements, 
as if it had been a place of some de« 
fence. The house is now licensed as 
a tavern, so that the visitor has an 
opportunity of refreshing himself, if 
he pleases, while dancing on the green, 
which is a general practice during the 
season at a public breakfast, every 
Wednesday, about twelve o'clock. 

There is no proper inlet to the town 
of Margate from any direction what- 
ever; and what they call the High- 
street is a close contracted thorough- 
fare; many parts of it filthy, with 
scarcely a decent habitation, and 

only 
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dnly serves in the present instance to 
shew us what their now-flourishing^ 
town was in its original state. The 
street is too narrow for one carriage 
to pass another in the day, but in the 
night it is dangerous indeed ! being of 
considerable length, commencing from 
the London road down to the old Pa- 
rade, which is nearly the extent of the 
town. What the old Paratde mi^ht 
have been is no easy matter to tell, 
but, in its present state, and in this im- 
proving age, it has little to boast of 
in respect to elegance, or even clean- 
liness, and in rainy weather it is a 
mere swamp; the greatest part of 
it lies between a noisy stable-yard, 
well furnished with manure, and 
the common sewer of the contiguous 
market-place, as well as all the lower 
part of the old town, which frequent- 
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ly yield up the most ungrateful exha« 
lations and unsavoury smells to those 
wha choose to regale themselves in 
this deUcious neighbourhood. 

Cecilfsquare is well built ; so are the 
houses in Church field ; but they both 
turn their backs to the sea, the sight 
of which one would suppose to be one 
of the principal attractions which bring 
summer-visitors to this place* 

The narrow passage, leading from 
High-street to Cecil-square and the 
Assembly-rooms, is dangerous both to 
foot-passengers and to those in car- 
riages, and serious accidents have often 
happened there* 



It is an unpardonable neglect in 

nt of 
these 



those who have the management of 
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lliese things (the principal part of thct 
liatives who are alv^ays resident) do 
not contrive . that ti» ncw-iropravesdr 
parts of the town should have better 
access to them^ or that the visitors^ who 
support the improvement, should not^ 
be better accommodated? It should 
seem as if they acted upon the follow- 
ing idea, — Serve but my turn to-day^ 
and you may fmn out to-morrow. 

The lower order oS the natives are 
cunnings avaricious, disrespectful, and 
sometimes nwilevolent ; and, though 
their bread of life is for ever sweet-^ 
ened by the industrious honey-bees^ 
from London, who yearly distribute' 
the essence of their winter-labouc' 
among them, yet, from titie depravity; 
of their natures, as if tbey possessed 
an ii;ward hatred in their minds to^ 
c ^vards 
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wards their bert benefactors, they sel- 
dom discover thcle ast spark of grati- 
iJitde, or even comnion civility. 

Church-field and Cecil-square form 
the principal part of the new town, 
and there would have beea a tolerable 
opening from thence towards the Lon- 
don and Ram5^tc roads, but the in- 
tervening ground, in different patches, 
having been unfortunately purchased 
by several of the low shopkeepers of 
Margate, who have conjunctively built 
upon . it a few . paltry huts, forming 
an msignificant. row which they call 
Cranbourn-alley, by which means a 
very elegant and respectable neigh- 
bourhood is deprived of the only eli- 
gible egress that was left, of making 
their way into the high roads with 
safety or convenience. 

The 
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The most desirable spot in Margate, 
and where a handsome row of houses 
might havic been judiciously ranged 
with all the capability of forming a 
pleasan.t, airy, and useful, walk in the 
front, is on the west side of the 
town, at the back of the High-street. 
It is not only eminently situated, but 
has one of the best aspects of the har- 
bour, where there is an everlasting 
entertainment for the eye, from the 
number of vessels perpetually coming 
in or going out, with an extensive 
view of sea and land. But this idea 
is done away, from the ground being 
purloined by the proprietors of a rope- 
walk, who carry on their business upon 
the very spot in question, and which 
would be an intolerable nuisance, were 
such improvement to take place. 

The 
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. The Isle of Thaiict possesses a num- 
ber of industrious as well as ingenious 
farmers, who, from an indefatigable 
attention to the land, have made the 
soil so uncommonly prolific, as to 
yield as much grain in one season, as 
will commonly furnish the iaba^itantsr 
with bread for three. 

; The villages are neat, and prettily 
Scattered about the island, and shaded 
^ith orchards, fenced with elm-trees ; 
tho^ of St. Peter and St. Lawrence 
dre beautifully situated, and cdntain 
^any respectable families. There is a 
labyrinth of roads which leads from 
place to place, so that in your excur- 
sions you never tire with a tedious 
sameness. 
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Margate is seventy-two miles from 
London by Jand. The post-towns, 
through which you pass, are Dartford, 
Rochester, Sittingbourne, and Can-^ 
terbury; but Rochester and Canter* 
bury, and their vicinities, are well 
worth the attention of the traveller, if 
he should have so much time to spare. 

Kent is not only eminent for the 
beauty of its prospects and fertility of 
its soil, but it produces much "event- 
ful history," which is to be met with 
even on the road to Margate, 

. At Dartford, the marriage-solemni- • 
ty between Isabella, sister of Henry III, 
and Frederic, Emperor of Germany,' 
.was celebrated. King Edward IIL 
founded a nunnery in this town, which 
became famous for the dignity of its^ 
c 2 devotees 
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devotees. At the time of the refor- 
mation, King Henry VIIL converted 
it into a palace for himself and suc- 
cessors. Queen Elizabeth, in her way 
from Rochester to Greenwich, resided 
in this palace two days ; it was aliena- 
ted from the crown in the reign of 
James I. The Knights Templars also 
had a mansion in this town. The 
SiTSt paper-mill was erected here by Sir 
John Spelman^ in the reign of Charles 
the First, 

Near the road from Dartford is 
a large c6mmon, called Dartford- 
brink, where Edward III. held a so- 
lemn tournament in the year 1531. — 
The strife between the families of 
York and Lancaster began here, A. D. 
1452, when Richard Plantagenet, 
Duke of Yprk, brought together on 

this 
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this 9pot art army of ten thousand 
men* 

The country about Greenhithe and 
Swanscomb 13 famous for being the 
rendezvous of the Danish freebooters^ 
The latter place derives its name from 
a captain of those barbarians, called 
Swein, who there pitched his camp^ 
which was named SweinV Camp. 

Near the twenty-seventh mile-stone 
is Gad's Hill, supposed to have been 
the scene of the robbery by Sir Joha 
FalstafF and his party, mentioned ' by 
Shakespeare in his play of Henry IV. 

Kilbume, who seems to have been 
a much better topographer than or- 
thdgrapher, if we may judge by the mul- 
titudinous errata which he has prefixed 
to his work, furnished the world with 
a survey of Kent in the reign of 

Charles 
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Charles I. Speaking of Rochefter 
castle, he says, " Julius Caesai*, about 
1 700 years since, in the time of Cassi- 
belanus^ Gov«rnour of Britain, com- 
manded the same to be built, accord- 
ing to the Roitiane order, to awe, the 
Britains, and called it, the Castle of 
Medway, but by time and tempests it 
fell into decay. Oese, or Uske, king 
of Kent, about .1150 years since, 
caused HrofF, one of his; chief coun- 
sellors, and lord of this place, to build a 
new castle upon the old foundation, 
and hereupon it took the name of 
HrofFes Cester. 

" About 350 years afterwards, Has- 
ting the Dane besieged and much im- 
paired it; when it lay desolate till 
the time of King William the Con- 
queror, who caused it to be new built, 
. , ' an4 
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and put 500 souldiers for a guard 
therein; to which Odo, Earle of Kent, 
and brother to that King, was a great 
benefactor. 

** In the year loSS, and in the time 
ef King William Rtlfas, Odo and 
other Bafonft htid this castle against 
him i it being theti accounted, the 
dtrongttt and lAoA, important castle in 
England : aftd his subjects being back- 
ward .to assist himi he proclaimed 
every one a ntding*^ (which was then 
a word of high reproach,) that came 
not to his assistance; whereupon mul- 
titudes came, and the resistants wer» 
forced to yeelde the castle to the King; 
and Gundulphus, a Norman, then^ 
Bishop of Rochester, repaired and for- 



* 



Supposed to have meant a da^atdly foolish felloV] 



» 



or perhaps our idiot or ninnj is derived from it« % 

tified 
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tified it, and built the great tower 
therein. 

" In the 1 7th year of King John, 
the Barons held this castle against 
him, but he subdued and took pos- 
session of it : and in the year follow*^ 
ing, it fell into the hands of Lewes, 
son of Philip, King of France. Being 
for some time in the possession q£ 
King Henry III. he gave it to Guy^ 
of Rochford, a Poictovin, who wat 
afterwards banished, and therefore lost 
the castle. 

^* In the year 1 264, Simon, Earle of 
Leicester, besieged this castle, won 
the bridge and the first gate, then left 
the siege. 

" In the fifth year of the reign of 
Richard the Second, the Commons 

of 
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of this: country strongly- besieged thi^ 
castle, and by force took a prisoner 
out of it; and thus the whole ran to 
decay, and the old walls afterwards 
falling. King Edw. IV. repaired botH 
rile walls and the castle. 

" I finde also three mint-houses to 
have been granted by King Ethelstan, 
about the year 930, to be in this city, 
viz. two for the King, and one for the 
Bishop. And 8 December, 1 25 1 , King 
Hen, III. held a just here. " 

Speaking of the cathedral and priory, 
Kilburnc says, " It was built by King 
Ethelbert, in the year 600, and dedi- 
cated to the honour of God and St. 
Andrew, endowed with lands called 
Priest-fields, and established many 
channons therein. But the several 

devas- 
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devastations aforesaM of tb^caty bjr 
the Mercians, Panes, and. tbe West 
Saxons, caused this church and the 
priory to run to d^cay, bo^h which 
Were rebuilt by th^ aforesaid Qundul-* 
phus, being bishop there a^bout the yeaf 
1080." 

A judicious Editor, who publbhed 
in the year 1 772 the History aad An-* 
tiquities of Rochester, says, '* About 
April, 1556, Rochester became the 
theatre of one of those horrid scenes 
that disgraced the reign and religion 
of Queen Mary I. John Harpole, . of 
St, Nicholas' parish in this city^ and 
John Beach, of Tunbridge, were burnt 
alive as heretics, according to the sen-* 
tence of Maurice Griffin, bishop of 
Rochester, for denying the authority 

of 
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of the church, and the transubstantia-* 
tion of the sacramental elements. 

" The illustrious sister of Queen 
Mary was more propitious to this city. 
It has been observed by many histo- 
rians of her reign, that travelling from 
one part of the kingdom to another 
was a favourite passioh, of Elizabeth; 
and, in order to gratify this laudable in- 
clination, she, in the year 1573, visi- 
ted various places in the counties of 
Sussex and Kent. Being on her return 
towards the metropolis from this tour, 
her Majesty came, on September the 
1 8th, to Rochester, and, for four or 
five days of her continuance there, she 
took up her abode at the Crown Inn ; 
but, on the last day, Mr- Watts had the 
honour and happiness of accommoda- 
ting her at his house on Bully-hill, the 
D same 
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. Same which lately belonged to Mr. 
Brooke. There is a traditional story 
of this royal guest having given the 
title oiSatis to this mansion; either, as 
declaring it to be her opinion, that the 
apartments were.sufficiently large and 
tiommodious, even for a lady of her 
exalted rank, and that therefore all 
further apologies (supposing he had 
made many on the subject) were need- 
less, after expressing her satisfaction at 
the treatment she had received in it/* 

The name of Watts stands very con- 
spicuously forward in the annals of 
Rochester, owing to the many bene- 
factions he left to the city and its 
neighbourhood; one, from its singula- 
rity as well as its utility, particularly 
attracts the attention of both the tra- 
veller and the historian, and that is 

the 
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the house appointed fpr the reception 
of poor travellers, situated 911 the north ' 
jside of the HigH-sjreet, in which, 
-agreeable to the benevolent design of 
ihe doac^, poor travellers have lodg- 
iiig and fpurpence each; and^ that 
ihis cb^rity may be the more generally 
knowo, the following in^riptioa i^ 
4xed over the door : 

, RICHARD WATTS, E»q. 
J^hWWilU (Uted azd Aug. ipgp 
Founded this Charity 
For fix poor TrtvcHew, 

Lodgingi Entertainment^ 

And Fouipence* each. 

b Tt^imtxjf of Ui MH«dceace> 

In Honour of his Memory, 

And Inducement to his Example, 

NATH» HO0D> Esq^the present Mayo^ 

Has caused this Stone 

Gratefully to be renewed 

Ajid inscribed, 

A. D. 177U 

It 
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It is said, that the reason why 
Mr. Watts excluded Proctors from 
partaking of this charity was in con- 
sequence of one of that profession hav- 
ing been employed to make the for- 
mer gentleman's will, while he was 
labouring under a dangerous fit of ill- 
ness, but who,, afterwards recovering, 
and looking over the writings, wish- 
ing to see what had been done, 
found, to his surprise, that, contrary 
to his own benevolent intentions, the 
Proctor had so framed the will as to 
make it entirely in favour of himself. 

The Mayor and Citizens of this 
city caused a monument to be erected 
to his memory, on the south side of 
the door, entering into the choir of the 
cathedi-al; on the top of this monu- 
ment is a bust of Mr. Watts, given by 

Joseph 
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Jofeph Brootoe, ^sq. as appears by 
the following inscription: uockr the 
bust : 

Archctypwm hrnic dedit 
Jos» BcDokcj^ dc Satk, Ann» * 

On the marble moauoifc^ h)eiiea£b 
it : 

^' Sacred to the memoiy of Rirfiircl 
Watts, Esq^ a prixicipal benejGactor t<y 
Ais city, who departed this^ life, Scpt^ 
lo, i579» at his maasioa-houte oa 
Bully -hill:, called Satis^ («© named hy 
Q, Elizabeth, of glorious memory ,)aR^ 
Hes interred near this place, as by him 
will doth plainly aj^ear* By whidbt 
wiM, dated Attg. zz,aiidprov^ ^f^U 
25, 15799 he founded an aka$-biQUsr 
for the relief of poor people, and for 
the recepttoa oi six poor trnTeUers^ 
n z every 
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every night, and for employing the 
poor of this city. 

In respect to the dock -yard at Chat- 
ham, Camden, speaking of it, says, 
** It is the best-appointed arsenal the 



sun ever saw/* 



Between the 54th and 55th mile- 
stones is the ancient village of Har- 
bledown. This was the place tfiat 
formerly held that precious relic called 
St. Thomas a Becket's slipper, neatly 
set in copper and chrystal, mentioned 
by Erasmus. Numerous pilgrims to 
the shrine of St. Thomas used to stop 
here, and kiss his slipper, as a prepa- 
i^ation for their raore solemn approach 
to his tomb, in that blind age when 
priestcraft had its fullest sway, folbw- 
ed by bigotry and superstitioui even so 

far 
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far as to bring men down upon their 
knees to a heap of putrid dust, when 
the ambitious spirit it once contained 
had made its flight to a far more aw- 
ful region, where he will be convinced 
of his own insignificance, and be made 
to answer for all the sacerdotal per- 
fidy and hypocrisy he practised, not 
only on his deluded followers^ but 
shameful cruelty on his King, who 
had raised this ignominious and un- 
grateful monster, from the lowest 
order of life, to the most exalted state 
of affluence and splendor. The mitre 
of this imperious prelate is depofited 
among the many sacred vestiges at 
St. Bertram's church at St. Omer's, 
in French Flanders, which is much 
revered, by every devotee of the Ra« 
man church. 

Kilburae 
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Killmrhe 3aiys ^ Canterbuiy is omf 
0{ the most ancie*it cities iiiow in the 
nation^ and originally called Cafrgenfp 
or the Court of Kentish men. - ' 

" It is reported by some to have 
been founded with Winchester in 
Hampshire^and Shaftesbury in Dorset- 
shire, by Rudhudibras, otherwise Cicu- 
ber, King of Britain, almost 2500 years 
since; the truth whereof may be ques- 
tionable, for that it is believed for cer- 
tain, that Shaftesbury was founded by 
King Alfred many hundred years af- 
terwards ; but as certain it is, that this 
city of Canterbury was famous in the 
time of the Romaii government here^ 
and in the time of Ethelbert, King of 
Kent, about lo^a years since. Tl^s 
was his chief city, and place of. rcfi« 
dence, which afterwards was by Ethel- 

Stan 
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Stan enriched with seven mints, viz* 
four for himself, two for the Arch- 
bishop, and one for the Abbot. 

"And for divers centuries after- 
wards, this city was the chief place of 
Kent, governed by a praefect, portreve, 
bailifFe, or provost, until the year 1 449^ 
when it came to be governed by a. 
mayor, and so hath ever since coQti-^ 
nued; and in the year 1461^ k wa» 
made a county of itself.. 

** The cathedral is a fine piece of 
Gothic architecture, situated in a spa- 
cious square towards the east side of 
the city. This magnificent pile is 
erected where a Christian church stood 
before the Saxons governed in Kent : 
that church, with its adjacent palace, 
Ethelbert gave to Augustine, ^thc 

monk. 
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monkt soon after he arrived to preach 
the Gospel in Britain. Augustine de- 
dicated it to Christ, and made it a 
cathedral-monastery about the year 

There are many ancient monu*' 
'ments in thi$ church, ^me in very 
good condition, ansong which ^^r^ 
lluMC of Ht^nry IV. and bit Qu^eiv 
A. D. 141^1 aad Eiwvdf tbcBlKk 
Prince* The cioistAi'« aiui chapter^* 
house are of thesameage as the church.. 
lix this chaptcr-roMO^ A. D. Jiyi^ 
King Henry U. either through piety or 
pplicy, suffered the audaciou» nwmk^ 
to vent their insolence on bis royal 
back with a scourge. The ruins of 
Stt Augustine's monastery stand upoa 
many acres of ground, ^nd the twQ. 
«p»^ious gateways lead the mmd of 

thft 
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the spectator to picture to itself what 
a splended structure it must have been* 
But were I to dwell on the history of 
this city, it would break in so much 
upon my intended plan, that I should 
be under the necessity of swelling my 
duodecimo to a folio volume. 

The nearest way from. Margate to 
Ramsgate is four miles ; but, if yoa 
should go through Kingsgate and 
BroadstairS^ it is more than five. 

Should you be disposed to go by 
water to Margate, you will be often 
under the necessity of arming yourself 
with a great deal of patience and a 
good store of victtials; you must shut 
your ?yes from seeing indecent scenes, 
your ears from indecent conversation, 
and your nose from indelicate smells. 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



56 MARGATE. 

The Hoys are a kind of small, much-t 
crowded, and moving, jaik; the Cap- 
tain, as he is called^ and his men, ge* 
nerally assimilate much in their man- 
ners, and in their language, to the 
keepers of Newgate and other places 
of confinement about London ; and 
the passengers often, from the time 
they set sail from BilHngsgate till they 
arrive at Margate, feel themselves un- 
der the same state of injunction as 
those unfortunate creatures who are 
kept under lock and key in the afore- 
mentioned places of confinement, and 
generally meet with as little degree of 
respect* 

But these are the vehicles which are 
the cause of Margate being more 
numerously frequented than any other 
place of the kind, carrying so many 

of 
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of all descriptions of people at a time, 
and at so small an expence. If you 
should have a brisk wind, you sooa 
become sick of your situation, and> 
should a calm ensue, your patience 
is^ut to the test ; in either state, there 
are very few of the passengers at such 
a time that do not wish themselves 
on shore» 

The fare in the best cabin is half 
a guinea; in the inferior one, only 
half that price ; the time of sailing 
is actuated by the tide^ * 

Every passenger is promised that 
he shall be accommodated with a bed, 
each vessel having but at most about 
twenty, the number of passengers 
sometimes amount to a hundred and 
twenty or thirty; the bed is made of 
E that 



y 
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that si;ce as only to accommodate one 
person ; therefore, were the Hoy- man 
to. keep his promise, the passengers 
must suffer themselves to be stowed, 
like the poor unfortunate negroes, in 
layers, when they are carried by human 
traffickers, from their wives and chil- 
dren, from one island to another, and 
inhumanly- sold to the first barbarian 
that may happen to purchase them. 

Should you arrive at Margate in the 
night, it presents a scene of confusjoa 
not to be conceived but by those who 
have experienced it ; and, if you have 
not previously secured yourself a lo4g- 
ing, you must console yourself soipe- 
times with sitting till the next day 
ip the first public house, ^yhere the 
landlord may be kind enopgh to fur- 
nish you with a chair or a stool. 

Those 
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Those who have carriages and hx)r- 
ses of their own, and are disposed to 
look about them, may make a pleasant 
journey enough ; but, where you are 
under the necessity of traveUing in k 
stage-coach, you must console your- 
self with Submitting to every incoii* 
veriiency, danger, ^nd imposition, yoA 
*re subject to by going in such a con- 
veyance oil the road; You get your 
bfeikfiit at RbchcStcr, whith ft thihy 
ittiles, whefe your luggage fe knocked 
aJJout, atfti oftfel niatcrially itijurfedj 
by being traiiShtied into aildther coicii 
that ittcetS you fi-ohi Cdtilerbuty, and 
then^ like so mAiiy impressed hieii on 
board a tender, are oJiiducled inter 
a room full of all descriptions of 
l^assengers, scrambling arid wrangling 
with the waiters for a little tea or 
toast, which the latter seldom bring 

you 
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you until you are told by the next 
coachman, in an insolent and peremp- 
tory manner, that he has had his break- 
fast, and if you do not make haste he 
must be under the necessity of going 
without you ; but not before his bro- 
ther-whip, who has driven you from 
London, has visited you, and held out 
his hand for his injunctive fee, for hia 
great civility and careful driving, 
notwithstanding he may have over- 
loaded the coach with an untolerated 
number of outside-passengers, risking 
your life, and insulting you with the 
grossest language, should you remon- 
strate at his daring to violate the laws 
of his country. 

At Canterbury you dine and change 
luggage again, go through the same 
scene aiid species of abuse and imper-^ 

tinence 
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tinence from the coachmen and wai- 
ters, in spite of the most liberal con- 
sideration. Here a coach or diligence 
meets ydti, and twitls you dVer to 
Margate, which is seventeen miles : 
you arrive there aboilt nine o'clock 
at night, an houi* which' renders it ne- 
cessary that you should take up yduf 
abode at an inn, and submit to the 
cdnseqilences of such a situation until 
you may be lucky enough to gtt d 
Ibdging Some future day. 

Should it seem t6 ap|)eaf aS if I had 
pointed too directly 2lt this deSCriptioti 
of pe6f)ie, it has proceeded from the 
|)rinciplc of philinthrophy, to fouse 
the magistrate, and to tell those who 
make the laws of the country where 
they are brokfeh, In bf-def that ihey 
fliriy sH thfettt rfiore strictly ferifbfcci 
£ 2 in 
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in behalf of themselves and their fel- 
low-subjects* 

I have too frequently been involved 
in the preceding calamities myself, 
land w^here every fellow-traveller has 
feelingly, at the timcy exclaimed and 
wondered that some one had not 
taken up the pen, in order to expose 
the trespassers to the world ; many 
have threatened to do it^ but when they 
haye got home they have forgotten it, 
and, with an idle indifference, have 
been too apt to say, that " every- 
body^ i business is nobody* s business *y^ 
and therefore an evil is too often con* 
tinned until it hath produced the most 
serious consequences*. 

If the public Vere to be more vigi-. 
lant in these cases, they might often 

secure 
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secure more comfort to themselves, 
and escape the many mortifications 
they are subject to in travelling. 

The season for visiting Margate ge- 
nerally commences in June, and con- 
tinues until the latter end of October, 
but is in its zenith about the time of 
the Canterbury Races. In respect to 
bathing in the sea, it will be found 
necessary mostly to prepare for it, as 
many have suffered from plunging in- 
cautiously into that acute element* I 
knew a very distinguished character, 
and a very free liver, about seventeen 
years ago, who, heated with wine, 
and filled with the choicest viands, 
went too precipitately to cool himself 
into the ocean, which brought upon 
him a confirmed gout, and he has 
been a martyr to it ever since. 

Those 
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Those also who hdve bfeen in the 
habit of taking mercury are stibject 
often to melancholy consequentes 
from bathing in the sea ; many have 
lost the use of their limbs and affected 
Iheir brain by setting that subtle dfu^' 
and the sal-rbare at vdriarice \Vith e^tch 
other. 



broAdstairs. 

Broadstairs is another waterinof 
|)lace of little extent, and not much 
note, lately shot up between Margate 
and Ramfgate. There is a good view 
of the sea, it is true, but it possesses 
no other attraction : it lies low, in a 
fcusky situation, with no diversity of 
object; and, being newly built, pictures 
to the traveller the idea of a brick- 
kiln, 
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kiln, surrounded by unpleasant and 
stubble fields. In going to Broad- 
stairs you pafs Kingsgate, the seat 
of the late- Lord Holland, the simpli- 
city and elegance of which causes 
every traveller to pause with admira- 
tion. It is situated in the dimple of a 
hill, commanding a view of the sea^ 
in a manner which prefents itself to 
you with a crcscentine effect: its ap-* 
pendagesy such as stabling and other 
out-houses, are whimfically and judi-? 
ciously fancied ; they encircle the 
bouse at a considerable distance, the 
whole comprising may acres of 
ground. On leaving this beautiful 
scene for Broadstairs, which, is in its 
neighbourhood, the latter perhaps suf- 
fers the more by comparison.* 

RAMS-^ 
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RAMSGATE. 



Ram^gate is mucli frequented, 111 
tibe summer-season, by some of the 
first fkmilres; the principal street is 
very narrow, but well paved, and the 
old houses, many of \vhi6h are; builf 
X^ith flint, *cottiic6d and dfeCoratei 
with stoncv arc handsome, irid kept 
i^emarkably clean and heit by the ih- 
habitants. There haV% been cdiiside- 
i^ble addition^ made to tlatiisg&te iti 
respect to btailding Within these ft# 
yeats. Chapel and Albion Places are 
iXrell btiilt, both commanding aft ex- 
tensive view of the ocean, so far as 
the coast of France, which on a fair 
day may be perceived by the naked 
eye. The spirit of this place has been 

con- 
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considerably kept up, aixd m^ny of 
the trades-^folks of moderate circuxn- 
stances encouraged and patronised by 
that female MacaenaSi the ingenious 

Mrs^ T y, and the greatest pro^ 

portion of the new buildijigs were 
erected at her own expence, which 
is not only a compliment to her natu- 
ral public spirit, but her judicious spe- 
culation and taste. 

The Pier is one of the most magni- 
ficent structures of its kind in, this 
kingdom^ forrping almost a circus of 
a mile in compass, which is a stately 
and convenient shelter for shipping on 
that part of the coast ; it has been 
greatly extended withiji these few 
ycars^ and a convenient and elegant 
lighthouse built on that part towards 
the sea, in. order that the vessels may 
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in the night steer in with the greater 
safety. At the commencement of 
this spacious, Pier is the Assembly- 
room, built by the late Mn Heritage, 
which, though small, is well pro- 
portioned; not splendid, but ele- 
gantly neat. 

Albion-place is built upon one of 
the cliffs, overlooking the sea, com- 
manding a variety of views, particu- 
larly Sandwich, Deal, Dover-Castle, 
and the Downs. When your eyes are 
cast towards the latter place, you are 
often gratified with seeing the bul- 
wark of our nation, a well-rigged 
British fleet at anchor, waiting for 
orders to sail, and guard our envied 
coast from the menaces of the com- 
mon enemy; the back prospect pre- 
sents to the eye the greatest part of 
the Isle of Thanet. 

The 
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The library here is much confined 
in point of situation, being placed 
in the centre of the town, very 
near to the market, at one of the 
corners of four streets, where there 
is little prospect, and much smell; 
and the subscribers have this con- 
solation when reading, should they 
take their eyes from their books, and 
turn them to the market, that they 
are well placed, having food for the 
body and mind at the same time so near 
at hand. The librarian is a very ci- 
vil, well-behaved, respectable trades- 
man, and the reason that his library 
has risen to that degree of eminence 
is from the uniform attention he seems 
to pay every body that is pleased to 
countenance him in his profession. — 
We are told that a certain popular 
¥ lady 
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lady in that neighbourhood, in order 
to accominodate the frequenters of 
Ramsgate, and encourage an indus- 
trious and deserving character, has it in 
contcnoplation to build another library 
for him near the Pier^ where the 
subscribers will be placed in a better 
point of view, and enjoy the salubrity 
qf the sea-air at the same time. 



TUNBRIDGE-WELLS, 

This place is built in a sandy hot- 
ton, closely encircled with hills, con- 
tracting the atmosphere, which seems 
to lie heavy upon the heads and the 
hearts of the inhabitants ; for there is 
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a visible languor in all their manners^ 
and a weight upon all their counte- 
nances* The Promenade is a iong 
brick pavement, pver which is thrown 
a wooden colonnade or shed ; and, to 
keep you more from the light of the 
heavens and the influx of the air, this 
coloAnade is sheltered by a row of tall 
etms^ so that what air you imbibe for 
the sake of respiration s^risee frpm th9 
earth or bricks, great part of which 
are frequently grown over with a thin 
coat of a mossy green, the common 
consequence of stagnated air or water* 

There are two Assembly-rooms, 
but neither of them commodious, ele-^ 
gant, nor neat. One set of the public 
rooms are upon the side of the pan- 
tiles 
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tiles or bricked walk; the windows 
are not more than breast-high from 
the ground, without either curtain or 
shutter, and, on a public night, the 
gentry, while dancing, (and many of 
them whimsical sickly figures,) being 
exposed to the vulgar eye, are often 
joined in the laugh against them by 
their own servants, while they are 
peeping through the windows at their 
masters and mistresses. 



The visitors of this place are for the 
most part peevish old maids or bloated 
old dowagers, who will now and then 
bring a frisky young tit or two along 
with them, in' order to keep them out 
of harm's way, as they call it ; many 
of whom have often been scented thi- 
ther by the Hibernian foxes that have 

been 
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whfle from the King's Bench or Fleet 
Prisons, and who have oftei^ takea 
advantage of the old hen's going to 
roost, in order that they may have zn 
opportunity of running away with thf 
fattest of her chickens. 

Of what quality the mineral springs 
of this place may he ia best known 
to the diploBMtist, who, for hi^ owij 
sake, may have analysed them^ or the 
credulous invalid^ who4»ay havebecQ 
complaisant enough to drink thei¥)( 
but we are told, as every quack says 
of his nostrum, tAey 0^$ gPQd for all 
4iseascs^ 

As we approach the grave, we be* 

gia to respect the church; like thoM 

F 2 who. 
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who^ on a journey, are in fear of a 
storm, from the threatening clouds 
that surround them, make way to the 
first inn for shelter, which in all pro- 
bability they might have passed, had 
they not been inapprehensioi>of some 
danger; from this principle, I pre- 
sumc, the chapel was built so near 
the Well, that, when they had filled 
their stomachs with the springs from 
the rock, they might improve it by 
the spirit of divinity, and, by mixing 
it, make it into a kind of religious 
grog. 

Hence it is that the chapel is visi- 
ted every day about eleven o'clock ; 
but, whether from the love of the 
Gospel, the fear of their souls^ or re- 
spect to custom, will be hard to deter- 
mine; 
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mine ; yet, true it is, that few pay a 
regular attention to this seat of devo- 
tion but those who are on the verge 
of a grand climacteric. 

The good ttiinister, as a reward for 
his labours, is under the necessity of 
submitting to the painful alternative 
of leaving a begging-card for subscrip- 
tions at the rooms and libraries. When 
a physician administers his advice to 
a patient with only a bodily complaint, 
he demands his guinea in cog. but 
when a minister of the Gospel has 
been holding out his comforts to the 
soul^ is it not grevious that all the 
world are to be told that he is in 
want of a shilling, and that he will 
thank you for whatever trifle you 
may bestow on him? Tell it not 

at 
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mt Aomfy Ull it not a^ro^Jy /fst tkt 
daughters of the Jacobins rejoice. 

If those devotees, who, frcmj fear, 
seem to pay so much respect to their 
souls, had a respect to the holy cloth, 
they would surely raise an established 
stipend to prevent a geaitletQan of that 
description from blushiDg. 

There is a pkyhoua^ here; it if 
very small, hut oftea well attended* 
It may appear the more so, because a 
few people will make a full house, 
for, when you are in it^ you feel as^ if 
the actors and actresses were tumbling 
into your kp, and they are generally of 
that description, which, like their 
scenes, are seen best at a distance* 
The nustress of this company i« 

named 
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named Baker ^ whose soft and gentle 
manners have been in the theatrical 
oven so long, that she becomes crusty 
whenever you ask her a civil ques- 
tion. 

The late Countess of Huntingdon 
built a Methodist chapel near Mount 
Misery, a place so named, overlook- 
ing the town, and many a miserable 
creature of that deplorable place is 
seen upon his knees in it, imbibing 
the enthusiam and frantic doctrines of 
the chosen few J who roar and stare the 
ignorant into a belief of whatever 
they may please to say. 

Let it not be thought, from my in- 
troducing the many ludicrous* tropes 
and figures in the subsequent lines, 

that 
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that I mea;x to throw the least sha-^ 
dow over the white-robed vestment 
of true religion ; no, but to expose 
those that from ignorance and impu- 
dence, by way of subterfuge, have 
obtruded them upon the ears of an 
illiterate congregation; for it was 
from that description of preacher that 
I gleaned them, and was tempted tQ 
put them into the £bMow4ng shape« 

A M?;TH0DI8T aERMON 
y s i^ 9 I F I I 9^ 

Mt sistess and brothers^ who hither come crymgf^ 
Whose pracdce is nothing but swearing and lyings 
Is it heav'n you seek ?— your journey purape^ 
You'll never get there,--rril be damn'd if you d0| 
Unless you set off on the wings of Religion ; 
For Religion's a dove, and a dove is a pigeon : 
Then daily come here on your marrowbones fall ; 
Cooie hither to me, and Til pigeon you all. 

And 
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And if you would live^—4f you never would dfef 
Sayy what can;SU{^rt you lUce sweet cliarity ? 
On Charity's wings yon will fly up to heav'i^ 
I'll venture to lay you twelvt groats to efev'n ; 
Then pull out your purses^ and give tathe poorr-* 
Seef Peter stands starving to dei^h at the door. 
Ah ! don't deny Peter, tho' Peter deny'd 
His Masted whom onte he in trouble espy'd ; 
He saw him surrounded in imnfiinent daiigeri 
Then told a great fib^ and he called Mm a stranger. 
There's never a one of you sure sueh a Wbcki 
But have heard of the story — the crow of (he cock ? 
Ere crows the next cock, you will all deny rte ; 
I know by your feces, I plainly can stfc. 
I've not in the [^ate heard a penny yet fall ; 
Mark this ! — you'll be damn'd, ev'ry cock of you all ! 
And can't you afford it,— have you ho avbcation ? 
Say, No : — ah ! diat No is a sweet palliation ! 
Why don't you contribute ? or have you not any ? 
Had you rather be damn'd than part with a penny ? 
You that are come with your faces so meek^ 
Who worship old Mammon the rest of the week. 
Some seUi^ of one thing, or buving another. 
By tricking, or lying, or chearing his brother, 
Each makes up a purse, then they come to this place. 
All hoping to drink of the fountain of Grace. 

You're 
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You're all strangers to faith, for you have not a jot ; 

And do you not find your poor tongues very hot ? 

Of faith> or of grace, not a drop left to cool ye. 

Because you will let that old Belzebub rule ye ? 

But he that a penny to Peter shall pay 

Shall have a whole bucket of faith every day. 

He that feeds daily on conserves and pickles, 

And every hour his appetite tickles, 

He little now thinketh, because he lives well. 

What a pickle he*ll be in, when burning in hell ; 

When bathing in brimstone, as hot as a heater. 

He'll then wish he*d given a penny to Peter. 

Oh ! oh I I now sec I've made you all snivel ; 

You don't like to hear of your old friend the Devil ; 

I've touch'd you then, have I ? — I've touch'd to the 

quick ! 
You'd forgot then that cunning old soul-catcher, Nick ? 
You did not then think of his fiery lakes ? 
How he spreads out his nets, and what trouble he takes ; 
Like a bird-catcher sitting, conceal'd in a ditch. 
As sly as a •fox, and as foul as a witch ; 
Just like to that sorc'ress, that wicked oflfendcr. 
You've often heard talk of, — the old witch of Endor ? 

But I'll be your Generalissimo, aye. 

All his nets and his brimstone I dare to defy. 

This book is my shield, and my tongue is my spear, 

Vl\ send him away with a flea in his ear. 

There 
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There are two other mounts in the 
same direction, one called Mount 
Epraim, the other Mount Sion ; but 
were you to ask why they are called 
so, it would be a difficult matter to 
learn. The houses upon these mounts 
are handsomely built and pleasantly 
situated ; some of them the summer- 
residence of eminent families, others 
boarding or lodging-houses, for the 
same description of people. 

East of the town, on the side of 
a rising hill, are very elegant vil- 
las, embowered with stately groves, 
forming a sufficient residence for peo- 
ple of the first fashion, something si- . 
milar to the houses and groves in the 
upper part of Hampstead, near Lon-» 
don. There are few accommodations 
G for 
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for the middling kind of his Majesty's 
subjects here, except those in the 
lower town, which are intoleraJbly bad 
atid extravagantly dear: they are' 
chiefly on the left hand, as you enter 
the Pantiles from the London road, 
parallel to, the shops, or rather sheds, 
for there are few of them diat are 
much lai^^r than a good-sized stage- 
coach ; most of these shops are mise- 
rably furnished, and poorly attended 
m respect to customers ; and, though 
thoy lie in the low part of the old 
town, yet the lodging-houses for peo- 
ple of a scanty fortune are still situa- 
ted inta' declivity from them, gene- 
rally full of ragged noisy children; 
their back views are into a dirty brook, 
which divides the counties of Kent 
and Sussex* 

Here 
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Here if you should wish to look 
out, in order to regale yourself with 
the breathings of the moming-^ir, 
your ears are perpetually annoyed with 
the grunting of pigs^ and your no^e 
with the essence of their styes. 

Every article of life is uncoranaonly 
dear, and there is a difficulty of get- 
ting your food dressed, unless you 
should take up your quarters in an inn, 
and there you are evw sure to firwl 
your pockets lightened, in the spac^ 
of four-and-twenty hours, and it is 
a doubt if, by that time, you do not 
begin to conteraiplate a retreat, for 
the sake of your peace, and a respect 
to your purse. 

There are two libraries, one at each 
end of the Promenade ; that near the 

pump 
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pump is very small, but neat; the 
other is a long slip, of about four feet 
deep, exposed to the open air, with- 
out a window, — something like to the 
front of a fishmonger's shop in 
London. 

The rides about the Wells are more 
pleasant than numerous ; that to Bey- 
ham-abbey is well diversified with ru- 
ral objects : it is about seven miles 
from the Wells, standing in an exten- 
sive and beautiful meadow, skirted 
round with woods, many of which 
have walks cut through them, arid 
enchanting labyrinths, with here and 
there a seat in the shade, which has 
been erected for the hospitable pur- 
pose of accommodating the weary 
raveller, whose curiosity might have 

led 
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led him to that distance in order td 
gratify his eyes with so voluptuous a 
scene. 



The ruins are the most picturesque^ 
and kept in the best state of perfec- 
tion of any romantic pile of that de- 
scription in England. They are lofty, 
and from what is left of them, which 
is very considerable, there is a display 
of much Gothic elegance. The stately 
ailes, where once the holy priests 
their slow processions led, and veiled 
virgins, in seraphic strains, have sung 
their pious orgies to their Maker's 
praise, are now unroofed; the mar- 
ble pavement gone, and in its stead 
a level mossy walk, while up the 
walls the creeping ivy climbs, and 
G 2 various 
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various flowers adorn the important 
base. The only occupants are now 
the blinking owl and fluttering bat. 

Along the meadows, and before the 
family-house, which is inhabited by 
part of the Camden family, mean- 
dering, runs a wide and clear refresh- 
ing stream, adding greatly to the 
tranquil scene. The whole of these 
delectable domains belong to the above 
family. In the winter, when all the 
rest of the feathered tribe are silent 
grown, the robin red-breast, on some 
jutty of this ancient pile, will often 
perch and sing his Christmas carrol 
to the jolly rustic, huddled round his 
fire, and drinking down his horn of 
wholesome ale. 

One 
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One summer's evening, when I had 
been for many hours gratifying my- 
self with exploring these sweet roman- 
tic scenes, I sat me down on the root 
of an old tree, and wrote the follow- 
ing lines : 

Yc that groan beneath the weight 
Of dissipation^ pride^ and state^ 
Condemn'd to walk' through life's parade^ 
Atrout> ordrum> or masquerade ; 
Ye that &in would pleasure find^ 
Led by fortune, ever blind. 
Come, and sit along with me ; 
Come, and taste tranquillity* 

Or, ifchac'dby sallow Care, 
Would you shun the hag Despair; 
Would you chcerfid health restore 
When ad*vke can do no more ; 
Seek the fresh reviving breeze. 
Or the fanning of the tr^es ; 
Come, and sit along with me ; 
Come, and taste tranquillity. 



Ye 
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Ye that fed the pangs of love, 
Come, and munniir with the dore ; 
Shun the false ungrateful maid, 
Seek the sweet sequester'd shade ; 
Let her ne'er behold thy gtief. 
Time, ere long, will bring rdiet 
Come, and sit along with me ; 
Come, and taste tranquillity. 

Ye that languish to rc;gain 

A breaking heart, or racking bnun, 

Driv 'iv by fortune or by fate, 

To a wild or frantic state; 

Or, mopii^ \xrander Eke a loon. 

Dreading oft the wayward moon^ 

Come, and sit along with me s 

Come, and taste tranquillity. 

Tunbridge- Wells are thirty- five 
miles from London, lying partly in 
Kent and partly in Sussex ; the post- 
towns on thatroad are Bromley, Seven- 
oaks, and Tunbridge-town, the latter 
is five miles' from the Wells. 

BRIGHTON, 
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BRIGHTON, 

OTHERWISE 

BRIGHTHELMSTONE. 



Brighton has less diversity than 
Margate, and less tranquillity than 
Tunbridge* Wells, but I believe it is 
visited by more nobility than either df 
the foregoing places. This may pro- 
ceed from the Heir Apparent making 
it his summer residence, for the eagles 
and the hawks for ever gather round 
the highest rocks. 

Brighton is like a beggar's coat, 
which, as he grows fat by being too 
well fed by his neighbours, becomes 
too little for him ; so that, in order 

to 
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to make it fit the better, he some- 
times finds occasion to let it out, and 
patches it with different cloths, which, 
being mostly new, disgrace the old. 
It was formerly an insignificant fish- 
ing town; the natives were merely 
amphibious, and to this day they re- 
tain much of their original quality. 

There is nothing here to arrest the 
traveller's attention but the Prince'« 
pavilion, which is more a temporary 
convenicncy for the summer than a 
splendid object of admiration. 

The houses in general arc alter- 
nately high and low, new and old, 
liandsome and ugly, through the town. 
There is a baldness in the whole, and 
nothing to relieve the eye, take it in 
whatsoever point of view you may. 

The 
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The sea. presents 'oiie continued 
sameness, divested of the almost-per- 
petual moving scene which shews 
itself to. the spectator at Margate, 
' ftom the multiplicity of shipping of 
all descriptions, sailing so near the 
shore, to and from the Downs, and to 
different parts of the coast. At Brigh- 
ton you have only a few fishing boats, 
or now and then a vessel of conse- 
quence will present itself to you in the 
Offing, at four or five leagues distance, 
which is descried only by the aid of a 
telescope, and then you scarcely are 
able to ascertain her rate or burthen, 
or to what kingdom she may belong. 

The water is strongly impregnated 
with the particles of salt, very pure 
and clear, but it is often comfortless, 
and sometimes dangerous to the ba- 
ther; 
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ther ; nor can he at all times indulge 
himself with a dip, the shore running 
so shallow, and the wavies so high, 
that, should a north-west wind blow 
briskly in, which is often' the case, he 
is obliged to relinquish all idea of 
bathing, or, should he even be stand- 
ing upon the beach or cliff, he will 
Jind it necessary sometimes to retreatj 

The' Stein was once a pleasant 
lounge enough, before it was encir- 
cled with houses, and had a view of 
the hills and corn-fields contiguous to 
it ; but now it is confined, the air im- 
peded, and the rural effect it once 
possessed is lost. 

There is a nuisance which ought 
long ago to have been removed, from 
a proper respect due to the elegant . 

so* 
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society that visit here, especially as that 
society has ever been considered the 
support of the whole neighbourhood; 
this nuisance is the fishing nets, which 
are daily spread from one end of the 
Stein to the other, so that the com- 
pany, while walking, are frequently 
tripped up by entangling their feet ; 
and, if any of the barbarians, to whom 
the nets belong, should be standing by, 
you are sure to be reprobated and in- 
sulted for what you cannot avoid. 

But this, they pretend to say, is a 
privilege which they possess; if it be 
so, it is a shame that they do not re- 
linquish it, in order to make the only- 
promenade they have more agreeable 
to their best friends; who, if they 
were to desert the place, from being 
too frequently annoyed, might leave 
H to 
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to the inhabitants the advantage of 
enjoying their privileges, and going 
without bread at the same time. 

The fellows who persist in this pri- 
vilege^ as they call it^ seem to possess 
it more from the principle of auda- 
city than justice or necessity ; for, 
were they to take their nets to a piece 
of ground which lies about two hun- 
dred yards from the Stein, the evil 
would be removed; but there seems 
to be a brutal obstinacy in their tem- 
pers, and an idleness in their habits, 
which prevent them from shewing 
one particle of gratitude even to those 
to whom they owe their whole exist- 
ence* 

Should you ride out, you have little 
shade; the only places in this neigh- 
bourhood 
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botirhood that are adorned with a tree 
more than ten feet high are Preston 
and Whiting, two villages which lie 
in a dale;. the first is ohe, and the 
other two miles, lying behind the 
town, on the road to Shoreham. The 
rest of the rides are chiefly over the 
Downs to the Devil's Dyke, to Lewes, 
to Ratten, or Rotten^^dian^ 

The latter of these places is <m the 
sea-side, four miles eaSt of Brighton. 
They have two or thfee machines 
there, and iodtging-houses, dnd many 
make it their bathing plate, but it is 
a poor, ragged, unpleasant village, di- 
vested of almost every Conveniency^ 
void of society, and only fit for the 
valetudinarian. 

Brightoi^b 
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Brighton has two libraries, neither 
of them splendid, but well situated, 
where there is ever more talking than 
reading, unless it be the newspaper, 
and that is frequently seized with as 
much avidity as if jou were playing 
at the game of snapdragon. 

The market here is not very well 
supplied, and there is generally a great 
paucity of provisions, which, in point 
of price, run extravagantly high. Fruit 
is very scarce and very dear, like the 
lodgings; and, if any body should 
have an advantage, in respect to mar^ 
kettngy it is the native inhabitants, 
who make a tolerable market of the 
London gulls^ which go down to visit 
their coast. 

They have a theatre here in a good 
situation, and not badly built. The 

per- 
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l^erfbrmerSy like all others forming 
^se kind of companies, are po^essed 
of very moderate talents. Nqw and 
then a star of superior lustre and 
magnitude to the comnion twinklers 
in the theatrical hemisphere will stroll 
from the capital, and draw a few peo* 
pie together for a night of two ; it 
is rarely that they do more/ 

But Brighton is not a place for en-* 
couragihg amusements of this kitid j 
the tragic or the comic Muse, of theit 
midwives, the players, who brings 
their bantlings to light, have little at-- 
traction here. The chequered dies of* 
Mercury, and the midnight revels of 
the deluding Venus, engage the kind, 
of company that frequent this place.. 

HZ Many 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
IT 



78 BRIGHTON. 

Many do it from propensity, others 
froip fashion and imitation, and they 
are seldom at a loss for an example, .j 

The Assembly-room is capacious, 
elegant, and well situated ; the lustres 
are uncommonly brilliant, and the 
ornamental fancies judiciously con- 
ceived. On viewing the external part 
of this room, the mind becomes pre- 
judiced, until you explore its interior 
beauties ; for, from an outside view, 
it presents to the eye an unfavorable 
aspect, like that of a well-looking 
barn, ornamented with a set of hand- 
some windows. 

The equinoctial winds, when they 
blow high from a north-west point, 
produce a tremendous and formida- 
ble 
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ble sea; so that many of the houses 
on the cliff have been often considered 
in danger from the waves, which will 
sometin>es overtop them, and distri- 
bute the spray of the ocean all over 
the Stfcin. . 

Brighton is in the county of Sussex. 
There are two roads to it, and the 
post-towns from London are Epsom, 
Darking, Horsham, Steyning, .and so 
on to Brighton. This road is sixty 
miles. 

The other road is- through Sutton, 
Riegate, Crawley, and Cuckfield. — 
This to Brighton is only fifty-two 
miles and a half. 

Whil? a visitor at Brighton, I was 
intreated by a friead at Bath, who had 

heard 
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heard much of its beauties, to give him 
JEi true idea of it ifl rhyme; accordingly 
I sent him tbfe following vfefses^ 

Yoii sa}r yoD £aaa wddd wiA ta hear 
What great inducements we have hercj^ 
That coaxes sdl our courtiers down^ 
And half depopulates the town; 
Like Batthi ytttjt Msk oiirfftieets art &ie> 
Our squares and crescents all divine; 
You think our hiUs and vales produce 
•fhe pofnegrsmate, or xiec^tsr jidcc; 
in Afi£tyoii wishifi^ttfitklM 
The wdndefs of iti {toesent state* 
Tho' you're a critic, yttVlXtrf 
To give it you in poetry* 



This ibwh, or village of feiioWn, 
Like London-Bridge, Balf brdkcn ddwn> 
Few yt ars ago was worse than Wappiogr 
Scarce fit for human soul to stop in. 
But now, like to a worn-out shoe. 
By patching WeH, the place .wHldo* 
You'd wonder nmdi| I'm i|uie, Idiet 
Him 'tis becramm'd with quality : 

Here 
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Here Lords and Ladies oft carouse 
Together in a tiny house; 
Like Joan and Darby iA their cot. 
With stool and table, spit and pot ; 
And what in town they would despise. 
His Lordship praises to the skies; 
But such the ton is, such the case, 
You'll see the first of rank and place 
Step from his carriage all profuse. 
Duck at his door- way like a goose ; 
The humble beam was fix'd so low. 
Perhaps,' to teach some clown to bowi 

The air is pure as pure can be. 
And such an aspect of the sea, 
As you, perhaps, ne'er saw before. 
From oW the cliff of any shore: 
On one hand Ceres spreads iheAlain, 
And on the other, o'er tne maiu, 
A bark majestic often lavesP 
Far distant on the buoyant waves ; 
The hills all mantl'd o'er with green, 
A friendly shelter to the Stein, 
Whcn'er the rugged Boreas blows, 
Array'd in h5rperborcan snows ; 
Such is the place and situation ; 
Such is the reigning seat of fashion, 

LITTLE 
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LITTLE HAMPTON. 



Little Hampton is a small 
bathing place, twenty five miles on 
the Sussex coast west of Bright- 
helmstone ; four miles from Arundel, 
and fifty-nine from London; there 
are a few small lodging-houses erected 
here, and a machine or two; the 
houses ^re at a considerable distance 
from the sea, as if the builders were 
aware of ^if being washed away 
some time or other by the turbulent 
tides, and it seetns to be no improper 
cautioii. 

There is but one house of public 
refreshment, and that is built upon a 
kind of sand-bauk, approaching so 

near 
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near the water-side, that many have 
been apprehensive lest the tides 
should make an unmannerly attack, 
and the bearded Neptune break into 
their room while they were enjoying 
themselves over their meal. 

It seems to be an unpleasant kind 
of place, fit only to inspire melancholy 
in a contemplative mind ; but to a dull 
inditFerent being, blessed with apathy, 
or one that can gratify himself over 
his glass of grog, his pipe of tobacco, 
or his mug of ale, it may do well 
enough, as he may stupify himself 
with the one, and go to sleep over 
the other, without interruption. 



BOGNAR 
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BOGNAR. 



Bo(?NAR is another, and the last 
new established watering place on the 
Sussex coast, twenty-two miles west 
of Little Hampton, by the way of 
Arundel and Chichester ; it lies seven 
miles south of the last mentioned city, 
and seventy from London, through 
Guildford, Godalmin, and Midhurst. 

This is an extensive village of 
brick-built villas, newly erected, but 
little inhabited ; a favourite specula- 
tion of Sir Richard Hotham's. It is 
a desirable spot, and, like a well-com- 
piled newspaper, in lack of customers, 
is only wanting to be read ; so Bognar 
is only wanting to be seen ; there is a 

good 
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good hotel and small assemWy-rooto 
near, the ocean, which preserits^iitself' 
to you with the same: kind -of Aspect' 
as when you are at Brightohi h-'-' • 
, .."■.';:; : .. ' ■■ . i' .• '■: ,■': ' " . 
■M appears at present merefy-calcu-' 
lated for .the superior sort Of society,' 
and as there is often a peculiar shiness 
in them from pride, in respectya rank 
and etiquette, they seldom* aiociate, 
or are they .se^n together; the want 
of which makes it appear for ever de- 
sbldte* and throws a shade of riielan- 
chdly over the whole neighbourhood. ' 

.. Were there a few humbler habita- 
tiobibuilt for the middling racfe of his 
Majesty's subjects, it might be a cdn- 
sideration. worth attending to. It' 
voiM add Ufe to the scene by furnish- 
ing' it With moving objects; whereas, 
' ' I those 
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tbft&^w;fiich jare there atipreient^' vHie- 
ther it :b€^ - from ^pride,- or : as if j tfaey : 
were, ashatiied. toJbfi icioked at^ ^ 'sit 
brooding ill their chambers atbbwie- 
all day, or, if they venture abroad, 
tb(?yi,.H^4fe .and cortain theqapekes 
tip inviaibt5? in their caxriages. I 

.:.:-,:-.-^'^ . ^^ h , .:> /^> ^' . 
31 - SOUTHAMPTON. - '* 



"J 1 



So^JXftAMPTON is .aniiiijdojpQiatcd 
towa^ a^ may be, S4i4 t0.:bp situated^ 
in the garden of Hampshire, For 
the sp^Q^f^fc^Q -fajleg, its :appscA'ch 
fron^ ^S^ i^ oH^pwaJlekd.by; 

any ofh^ :itpw;Q, of city ia, Engbnd^ 
the tow;i is v hanfjjopfiely ; builti tbic 
street?j wql^ pay^d -^ftd ft^fcd^ idf o^r 
iiiconsideiable cxijea^^of gjtcat ainti-^i 
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<juity, abd generally appears very 
Ii\'ely from its internal trade and navi- 
gation. The environs are beauti- 
ful^: and ^the rides. about it numerous* 

-' TiDe *AsfedbWy)flrotit»'i& handsom^ 
biife/iiiferior ta iiboBe of Brigiirfielmi 
stbnBQamd Margate^ yA ith ^easantly^ 
^xtdae^ >ia iwsspe^> ks^ ^ . vie^ to* t!h4 
watbry/ the Niti^/FOTesty Mvii tbe ^ bli 
of Wight; but its ^pp»o«cbiafs tciii 
tangle^ wrtha^fi^^v zi^-z8gy*tt^ts, 
5«^;5|o tho$fe,ii>,/?arjfi^g^,,i iO^, :}h^ 
pig^ it is /.8fl«n?ti|il?poM4ftgerQ«9S 
tj|e;v-o00a^ an^^ilQ^^^heh^^ of ,§ ybtjr 
reipectafele- .mflf?fea^ &f thi$ jtown^ 
aa4 it ifrpity there CQuHnot^.^e cort 
trrved a morCfftgreeable. ap^ess* , - • 

> There i$ ^ ^all Theatre^ which 
i^ generally Ij^ter atte^pd thaa tho^^ 
at any other summer Viftfc?f ing^M^^ 

This 
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This is more a providentiaT circum- 
stance to the proprietor thaa to.desert, 
in respect to the /abilities, of his com- 
pany* Baker's Library is: in the centre 
of. High-street, well furnished with 
books, and well fended by custo- 
mers ; himself a& weH. as family, who 
preside in the IJibnxyyizxc morc.iit- 
$dligcnt^ attentive,, - and < obliging, 
than most Jbhat your will meet with in 
that ; prcfi^sion. :, j i ;: . '- . 

f "Th«fre:iS -ai> exGcMent market well 

su]^pl4ed,tb\it in the^ watering season 

fev^fy 4rtl(5le <>f life ifih efxti^melytdeaf ; 

4l^«gh well furnished- with 'fishi 

yet ft is sold at siich an exorbitant 

rate, ' that none but those who are 

possessed <>f good fortunes can gratify 

themselves with a dish of it, without 

its goii^ against their Stomachs, by 

thinking of the price while they are 

ttiaking a nacal. 
\ The 
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The telhiiighereia fefe; atitf'thfe 
moHeibeetity ki the thahWblT^ bold 
"bath, Wft iclosie. fo the wafe**s edge, 
which is filled and emptied every cWir 
but there are no machines. 

The Polygon is composed 6( ^t^ 
very noble and elegant built ti<^69, 
at an equal but cx)nvenient dl§tanct 
fVom each other; fbritoing a rotundi^; 
it is about a quarter of a mile's dfetahcfe 
from the town; stands high, aiftl hb 
contriVfed, that eVery house has a va*- 
riety of prdspect. 

The favorite Hde is to Netley- Abbe^ 
and its neighbourhoodj being about 
txfro miles and a half from SoUthamp* 
fcofi, standing near the bfeach bF the 
same arm of sea which runs up to 
Southampton. The ruins are ancient^ 
venerable, and extensive, and form so 
I 2 pictu- 
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j)ictwcsque a scene,, that rtany gentle- 
men of the pencil havs exerckl?4theiir 
talents by taking a copy> an4 pvlb|i$hp^ 
it to the world. v 

Some years ago, being excited to 
ramble from Southampton to this 
mouldering pile alone, where contem- 
plation full many an hour battens 
on the solemnity of the scene, rumi- 
nating on its present arid its former 
^state, I left it, and wandered towards 
the sea, where I perceived a single 
sailor, with seemingly an agitated 
mind ; his arms were folded, while 
he walked impatiently to and from 
a large bason of water which hai 
been left by the tide ; sometimes he 
would look into it significantly, and 
sigh, then turn away from it again, 
beating his forehead with an uncom- 
mon emotion ; by his manner, con- 

- ceiving 
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cdtving him in distress^ my apprehen- 
sions \yere such, as led me ts> aja 
-idea that there could be no impropriety 
in my addressing myself to him, lest his 
mind ^uld be driven to that state qf 
despair which might excite him to 
cemmtit .some act of violence upon 
Jbin^self. 

» On njy accosting him, he sp^in 
^nade me acquainted with his disj^der, 
by giving me to tjnderstand, in Ah 
way, that he came from Southampton, 
and bad been in the neighbourhood 
of Netley-Abbey, in quest of a man 
who Imd borrowed some money of 
him some time ago, and (pointing to 
the house) said, he could not find 
him at home ; that he was under the 
necessity of being at Cowes, in the 
Isle of Wight, or that he should be 

dis« 
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tiisgraced, by net going on board the 
vessel he belonged toj according to hfe 
^ppoint^d time; that he h^d spent 
all the little taioney he brought ki' bis 
pocket from Gowes at a public liousb 
jh Southampton^ where he had beeh 
some days ; that they had retain^sd his 
duds J as he called them, which hie 
afterward gave me to understand were 
his clothes, atid had turned hiixi out 
«f his quarters, after he had sptut 
his last psflny ill the house, in a most 
ungrateflil manftelr, and Viih much 
Bhameful ^busej sftid thtit bef only 
owed them siit^n p^nce halfpenny, 
and that was the rea^n why thiey had 
stopped hi* /sfct/j ;' that the liiAn he 
came in quest of had borrowed two 
shillings of him, but that K6 was 



gone! to the Lord knows where. 



He 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SOUTHAMPTON* 93 

He told his story with such ear- 
nestness, with such simplicity, and 
apparent truth, that I presented him 
with half a crown ; he then looked in 
my.. face with a degree of astonish* 
meat, and with an enquiring counte- 
nairic^ $aid, "Do you know me?" I 
assure^ him that I did not; "Not 
know me!" replied he again, **and 
give me half a crown ! why I never 
met with such a thing in all my life I 
Wfciat Gould you see in my face to do 
me sifch a favour as this ?" I told him 
1)0 was a poor sailor, seemingly in 
distress^ that had buffeted the biUows 
in. tempestuous .nights, while such 
people as me were sleeping safe in 
their beds on shore; and that it was 
Jby ,such men as him, that our coast 
jAfas safely guarded from the common 
enemy ; — then, with tears rising iijta 
.VI, his 
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Jhis eyes, he cried, "God bless ye, 
give a poor man your hand, and believe 
^e when I tell you, that, weris you 
at sea with me in an engagement, 
and that I could see a ball making 
towards you, to do you a mischief> 
d-^h my heart if this hand, Whkfc 
you have relieved, should nbt k6|> 4t, 
or loo^e its place." He thfen gave toi 
such arhearty gripe by ihe hand, a$ 
to almost make ;my fingers crabte, ^Sfid 
took his leave, bestowing teany bles'- 
ein^ on mfe, and saying, ** FH now 
go to master Burley-face, my iand* 
lord, pack up my po6r i&i^, and ]^vb 
the old heathen a Rowlflind iar hk 
Oliver." 

This incident pressed so strongly on 
my mind, that, \ihtn I returned to 
my friends, who .were at the Star- Inn, 

South- 
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Southampton, I told thjem of the scene 
in question; and, while' they were 
playing a game at draughts, sat my- 
self down, and wrote the following 
song. 

Should it possess any degree of 
merit, that merit is . due to me who 
wrote it, and I should not have be^n 
led to this comment, had not public^ 
report frequently bestowed that merit 
upon another man, who does not de-. 
serve it; whose trade is only writing 
songs in bad English, and; singing 
them with a worse voice. Is it to be 
supposed • that there is only one man 
in the world that can write a song ? 
It might as well be thought, that there 
was no other river that producecj fisl^ 
but the Thames* 

THE 
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THE DISCONSOLATE SAILOR. 

When my money was gone that I gain'd in the war^ 
And the world 'gan to frown at my fate. 

What matter'd my zeal or my honored scars. 
When indifference stood at each gate. 

The face that would smile when my purse was well 
Hn'd, 

Shew'd a different aspect to me, 
And when I cou'd nought but ingratitude find, 

I hi'd once again to the sea« 

I thought it unwise to repine at my lot, 
Or to bear with cold looks on the shore, 

So pack'd up the trifling remnants I'd got, < 
And a trifle, alas! was my store« 

A handkerchief held all the* treasure I had. 

Which over my shoulder I threw. 
Away then I trudg'd, with a heai t rather sad. 

To join with some jolly ship's crew. 

The sea was less troubl'd, by far, than my mind. 
For, when the wide main I surveyed, 

1 could not help blinking the world was unkind. 
And fortune a slippeiy jade* 



And 
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And I vow'd if once moi[e I could tike her in tow^ 

I'd let the ungrateful ones see» 
That the turbulent winds and the billows could shenf^ 

More kindness than they did to me! 



Southampton is iu Hampshire, se- 
venty-five miles south-west of the 
capital. The post towns are Brent- 
ford, Staines, Bagshot, Farnham, 
Alton, Alresford, Winchester, and 
Southampton. Winchester ' is well 
worth the attention of the antiqua- 
rian ; it is twelve miles from South- 
ampton ; many make it a morning's 
ride, in order to explore that venerable 
city^ and generally find themselves 
amply compensated for their troujble. . 

The Cathedral, the Cloisters, the 
Chapter-house, and all the other ap- 
purtenances, have lately been tho- 
» K roughly 
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roughly repaired and restored to their 
pristine state of ornamental beauty^ 

The chauntries and monuments, 
with their emblematical decorations, 
many of which are curiously wrought, 
and the whole magnificent to an un- 
common degi'ee, strike the spectator 
with delight ; the arms are all newly 
blazoned, and the minutiae of heraldry 
cafctf\iBy attended to« 

l^'hc Reverend Mr^ Milner has 
given the world an elegant and elabo- 
rate history and survey of the -city 
of Winchester, and has made very 
profound researches, diving into the 
secretcells of ambiguity and doubt, and 
brought to light a pleasing treasure 
of hidden circumstances, which must 
te an everlasting entertainment to the 

antiquary. 
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antiquary. Among the many are 
those of St. CrosSy which lies about 
a mile from the Cathedral. He says^ 
^ There is not within the island any 
remnant of ancient piety and charity 
f^i the same kind which has been s» 
little changed in its institution and 
appearance as this before us. The 
lofty tower, with the grated door 
and porter's lodge beneath it» the 
retired ambulatory, the separate cells, 
the common refectory, the yenerable 
church, the black-flowing dress, and 
the silver cross worn by the members, 
the conventual appellation of brother, 
with which, they salute each other; 
in short, the silence, the order, and 
the neatness, that here reign, serve 
tO' recal the idea of a monastery ta 
those who have seen one, and will 
give no* imperfect idea of such aa 

estab- 
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establishment to those who have not 
had that advantage. 

" This^ however, never was' a 
monastery, but only an hospital for 
the support of ancient and infirm men, 
living together in a regular and devout 
manner; of which sort there was for- 
merly an incredible number in the 
kingdom. It is true, that^ soon after 
the conversion of the island to Chris- 
tianity, a monastery had been erected 
on the same spot, the original name 
of which was Sparkford; but this, 
.having been destroyed by the Pagan 
Danes, was never afterwards rebuilt. 
The first founderof the hospital was 
Henry de Blois, the celebrated bishop 
of Winchester, and brother to king 
Stephen, who institute<l it about the year 
1 1 36, to provide thirteen poor n>en^ 

who 
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who were otherwise unable to main'- 
tam themselves, with every iieccssary*. 

** But the succ^dirtg bidbop^ Rich« 
ard Toclyve, disagreeing with these 
religious, concerning the administra^ 
tion of the hospital, at the. kistamce 
of the sovereign, Henry II,. amd upoa 
certain conditions agreed upon: he* 
twcen the parties, thdy resigned their 
charge kito the hands of the prelate 
and his successors.^ Toclyve,, being; 
bent upon the im^prcwenacnt of thit 
charity, provided that an addidonal 
hundred poor persons should be sup^ 
ported on it, besides^ those a{^)mnte4 
by his predecessor* 

^ The present estatdishnEientf of ^^ 

€ross i» but the wreck of the tmy 

aacienjt institutions, having; been se- 

Jk t verely 
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vcrely fleeced, though not quite des- 
troyed^ like so many other hospitals, 
at the reformation. Instead of seventy 
residents, as well clergy as laity, who 
were here entirely supported, besides 
ojK hundred out-members, who daily 
received their meat and drink, the cha- 
rity consists at present but often residing 
brethren, and three out-pensioners, ex- 
clusive of one chaplain and the master. 
It is true, however, that certain doles 
of br^ad continue to be distributed 
to the poor of the neighbourhood; 
and, what is perhaps the only vestige 
left in the kingdom of the simplicity 
and hospitality of ancient times, the 
porter is daily furnished with a cer- 
tain quantity of good bread and beer, 
of. which ^very traveller or other per- 
soa whosoever, that knocks at the 

lodge 
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lodge, and calls for relief, is entitled 
to partake gratis* 

*^ The brethren of this venerable 
institute, being happily destined " to 
walk through the cool sequestered 
vale of life, have kept the noiseless 
tenor of their way,*' in , succession, 
during almost eight centuries. 

They are only the masters, who 
have been mostly clergymen of coa- 
^Iderable distinction, that ajflford any 
materials for history.'* 



LYMINGTCnCW 
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Lymington is about twenty miles 
west of Southampton, by Redbrklge 
and Lindhurst, lyii^ in the New 
Forest. It is a litt/e incorporated 
town, with a lift/e body, and a liftlt 
town-hall, which is made use of ta 
/////? pupose; but should the com- 
pany who go there to bathe wish to^ 
make use g( it for a bail: or a concert^ 
this litt/e corporation, like the dog in 
the manger, generally makes a great 
dfeal of fuss about it* The ride from 
Southampton to Lymington is over 
as good a piece af road, and through 
as pleasant a part of the country, as 
any in England, which is a stronger 
iacentive to the visitors of Lymingtoa 

than 
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than any thing else ; and from the little 
time they stay there, it appears to be 
the only one, for they seem to return 
as soon as they can, in order that 
they may have the opportunity of 
going the same piece of ground over 
again. 

The baths are nearly a mile out of 
the town, through a ragged ^ neigh- 
bourhood and a wretched road ; and^ 
when you get there, the manner of 
bathing is the most uncomfortable, 
and the water less salutary than it 
should be, from being mixed with 
the freshes and the springs that in* 
corporate themselves with the sea- 
water. 



WEYMOUTH. 
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WEYMOUTH. 



This royal watering place has no* 
thmg to recommeiid it biat its con* 
veniency i^ respect to bathing; no 
ride, no object, but that steril rock 
the Isle of Portland; no walk botthe 
Esplanade, which has little, variety in 
pdnt of vicwy but k one straight line 
of rubbish, thrown Up from the level 
as a kind of barrier, to prevent the 
town from being ovcrvrhclnaed by a 
more than ordinary tide* 

Gloucester-Lodge, where the Royal 
Family reside, is l^fore you enter tl^ 
town» nearly in the front of the bay. 
The hotel is on a line with the Lodge,, 
and has^a amall Assembly-room,, which 
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IS coavcniently situated for a place of 
that kiiid, but a man must be very 
well situated, in respect to circum- 
stances^ who wishes to make it his 
home ; yet, if you should be charged 
high, you are well served, in the best 
stile, and with the best commodities. 
The person who keeps it was for 
many years the master of the Bed- 
ford Arms, in Covent-garden, in 
London, a house that has been of 
great notoriety^ time out of mind. 

The inhabitants devise different 
ways to Jamusc and accommodate his 
Majesty; one furnishes a splendid 
library^ not only with a superabun- 
dan<^ of books, but with all the 
trhikets of Bond or Cockspur Streets; 
over which he .builds a spacious. room, 
purposely far a ^sovemgn-Iomgej, or 

for 
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for secret councils; but this over- 
ardent zealot, being "too civil by 
half," has unfortunately been obliged 
to lounge off to another part of the 
kingdom, without being thanked for 
his pains, and with this reflection at 
his heels, — ^^'Whp is to blame?" 

Another has built a magnificent 
bath, at the expence of five hundred 
pounds, on the plan of royal accom- 
modation likewise ; but this has also 
proved a wrong speculation ; for the 
Sovereign complimented the builder 
with taking a single dip^ gave him 
five guineas, but it was found that 
the water was not sufficiently im- 
pregnated with the sal mare^ which 
is generally believed to be the case ; 
therefore the projector, like an inju- 
dicious^ tailor, who officiously wishes 
-u to 
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to furnish a gentleman with a new- 
coat, of* a peculiar and fashionable cut, 
without paying a proper attention to 
the quality of the cloth, has met 
with the mortification of having it 
returned upon his hands. 

When the Royal Family make 
their first entrance into Weymouth, 
every summer season, the inhabitants, 
out of compliment, cover the pave- 
ment with small pebbles from the sea- 
shore, which has generally the effect 
of endangering your eyes, or breaking 
the parlour-windows of all the houses 
in the street ; for, as the party is mostly 
numerous, and the horses drivpn along 
at a furious pace, their hoofs, tip- 
ping the pebbles before them, make 
them fly as thick as hail, and as sharp 
almost as a small bullet-shot from a 
pistol. 

L Yet 
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Yet, notwithstanding all the appa-* 
rent zeal of the natives of Weymouth, 
one would think they in reality did 
not care a straw for the royal visitors ; 
otherwise, these Gothamites, if they 
truly wished to make their Sovereign's 
entrance easy, would have bestowed 
a bundle or two of the above commo- 
dity for the sake of his family, their 
friends* eyes, their neighbours* win- 
dows, and the general safety of his 
Majesty's subjects. Being thrown into 
this situation once myself, with my 
head uncovered like an obedient sub- 
ject, I was under the necessity of 
turning my back upon my betters, fof 
the sake of saving my face; it was at. 
a time when I had an idea of address- 
ing his Majesty in respect to my father 
teing the author of " God save Great 

George 
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George our King." I had no evil in 
my mind like Macbeth, yet 



-." the vciy stones 



" Sccm'dto prate at mywhctt about;'* 

for they rose from the pavement in 
such vollies, and pelted me hip and 
thigh at such a rate, that I could not 
help bringing to mind that passage in 
the Scriptures where it is said» 

<* I asked for bread, and he gave me a stone !** . 

As it has been whispered abroad, 
nay even given in print, that an 
annuity of two hundred pounds per 
annum had been bestowed on me, in 
consequence of my father being the 
author of *^ God save Great George 
cur King,'* I think it a duty incum- 
bent on me to acquaint the wwld, 
that no such consideratioji has ever yet 

trans- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



112 WEYMOUTH* 

transpired; yet I must beg that my 
readers will give me leave to introduce 
a few lines on this subject. 

In spite of all literary cavil and con* 
jectural assertions, there has not yet 
appeared one identity to invalidate the 
truth of my father's being the author 
ef the above important song; some 
have given the music to Handel, others 
to Purcell ; some have signified that it 
was produced in the time of Charles I. 
others in James L and some in 
their slumbers have dreamed that it 
made its appearance in the reign of 
Henry VIII. it might as well have 
been carried still further back, to the, 
wicked reign of Saul, or the wiser 
Qae of song-singing Solomon, the soi». 
of the psalm^singing David. , . 

I have 
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I' have heard the late Mr. Pearco. 
Galliard, an able Cpunsellor in jthe 
law, and a colleague of my f;jther's> 
who died some years agaat S<}\jthaii>p- 
ton, assert, time after time, th^t my, 
father was the author of God save th^ 
King; that it was produced in the 
year forty-five and six;^ another friend 
presented it to me in its original state, 
bound up with a collection of songs 
for two and three voices, set to music 
by Mr. Handel, Dr, Blow, Mr. Le- 
veridge. Dr. Greene, Mr. Eccles» Mr. 
Lampe, Daniel Purcell, Mr. Corfe, 
and Henry Carey; printed in the year 
1750, for John Johnson, opposite 
Bow-Church, in Cheapside; it pre- 
cedes another song of my father's, 
beginning with ' 

•^^ Hecomes> he comesj the Hero.comcty 
'< Sounds sound yoartnixnpetsjbeatyoiirdnunt;''^^* 

h 2 But 
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But, for the satisfaction of iny read^s^ 
I will insert the song - of God save 
Great George our King as it ispriuted 
in. the original text, where it is call-* 
ed a song for two voices, and runs 
thus : 

r ' ' • ^ I. 

God save Great George oor King> 
liong live our noble King> 

God ^ve the King. 
Sehdhiln victoriott8> 
Kapjy «id glorioos, 
Long to reign over ns^ 

God save the Xing. 

d Lord our God arise, 
Sca^t our enemies, . 

. And make them fall ; 
Confound their politics. 
Frustrate their knavisl/tHcks, 
On him our hopes we fix, 

' God' save us aD, ' ' * 
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Thjr dioice^ gifts in stoi«^ 
On bim be pleas'd to pooix 

Long may he reign ; 
May he defend our laws. 
And ever give us cause 
To singi with heart and voice,^ . 
* God save the King. 

Lord grant that Marshal Wad^ 
May, bydiyimghfjs^d, , 

Victory bring ; 
May he sedition hush. 
And Kke a torrent i^fft, 
' Rebellious 5cots to cntth^ 

God save the Ki^g* 

Every one who has read the his- 
tory of the Scotch rebelliojcit in 1 745, 
Svill remember that Marshal Wade 
was a commandeer of great and emi- 
nent ability, employ ecj by pur govern- 
ment to repel ^he factious spirit of the 
'[/. ' ' r *^ . , ^ Caledonians 
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Caledonians who were hostile to this 
country at that timc^ atid invaded 
many of the northern parts of this 
island. 

The following letter of the inge- 
nious Dr. Harington, of Bath, strongly 
corroborates the authenticity of my 
father's being the author of the song 
in question : hearing that he was in 
possession of this piece of information, 
I entreated him to make it known to 
me, which he politely and readily ac- 
quiesced in, saying. 

Sir, 

The anecdote you mention, 
respecting your father being the au- 
thor and composer of the words and 
melody of " God save Great George 
our King'" is certainly true ; that 
most respectably gentleman Mn 

Smithy 
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Smith, my worthy friend and patient^ 
has often told me what follows, viz. 
** That your father came to him with 
the words and music, desiring him to 
correct the bass, which Mr. Smith 
told him was not proper; and at your 
father^s request he wrote down ano- 
ther in correct harmony." — Mr. 
3mith, to whom I read your letter 
this day, the 13th of June, repeated 
the same again. His advanced age 
and present infirmity render him in-* 
capable of writing or desiring to be 
written to; but, on his authority, I 
pledge myself for the truth. Should 
this information prove in the least 
advantageous to yourself, it will 
afford the most sincere satisfaction 
and pleasure to, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

9mh 7ufte, 13th, 1795. W. HARINGTON^ 

P..S,. 
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P. S. My curiosity was often raised 
to enquire after the author before Mr^ 
Smith related the above, and I was 
often misinformed. Mr. Smith says 
he understood your father intended this 
air as part of a birth-day <>de, or some* 
what of that kind ; however this might 
be, no Laureat nor composer has fur* 
nished the world with any production 
more complimentary or more popular, 
which must ever be the consequence 
of concise elegance and natural sim- 
plicity. 

This Mr. John Smith was friend 
and assistant to Mn Handel many 
years. 



Surely the foregoing letter wears the 
comj)lcxion of truth, and yet, either 

from 
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from cavy or rigid scepticism, it has 
been held out by many zfi^ matter of 
doubt, without one feasible authority 
pr circumstancial argument that could 
render it so. 

Convinced of the infallibility of 
Dr. Harington's letter, I concluded on 
giving it a place here, referiing the 
reader to the material and provident aid 
the song -had often yielded to the King 
and state in every critical situation ; 
when lurking sedition had caused loud 
and dangerous murmurs to be daily 
heard in every house and every street, 
threatening defiance to the sword of 
Justice and her wise established laws, 
spurning at Majesty on his road to 
meet his mob -insulted senate, or an- 
noying him in his public pleasures ; 
yet, has the wavering subject been 

ofteo 
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often called back to his original duty 
to his King, and the harsh and cla-* 
inorous voice of anarchy lulled into a 
calm, by this divine, this popular, and 
national hymn* 

Reflecting on its utility, and con- 
vinced of its having beexi written by 
my father, I thought there could be no 
harm in endeavouring, through some 
medium or other, to make myself 
known at Windsor as son of the 
author of " God save Great George 
our King;" and as great families 
create gre&t wants, it is natural to 
wish for some little relief; accordingly 
I was advised to beg the interfe* 
rence of a gentleman residing in the 
purlieus of the Castle, and who is 
for ever seen bowing and scraping 
in the Icing's walks, that he would 
be kind enough to explain this mat* 

ter 
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ter rightly to the Sovereign, thinking 
it was not improbable but that some 
consideration might have taken place, 
and some little compliment bjestowed 
on the offspring of one ^^ who had 
done the state some service;*' but, 
alas ! no sooner did J move the busi^ 
ness with the greatest humilitjrto this? 
dtmi'Canon, but he opened his copious 
mouth as wide as a four-and-twenty 
pounder, bursting as loudly upon 
me as the largest piece of ordnance, 
with his chin cocked up like the lit^ 
tie centre figure, with his cauli- 
flower wig, in Bunbury's country club, 
exclaiming, " Sir, I do not see, be- 
" cause your father wrote the song of 
" God save the King, that the King 
" is under any obligation to his son." 
I could have said, had he not been 
in his own house, that private as well 
M as 
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as public dbligattohs wtere hereditary, 
iihd od^t titver to be forgotten ; and, 
where thet-e is a ptiopinquity of blood, 
it should not h6 stifffeired to r^t lin«- 
^irig in ilie Veins for want of thit 
physical assistance, gratitude. — ^-^ 
"Surely no bne WiU say that there is 
any thing uhdiristiaii-like in this 
inode of arguing; I am convinced 
ttere is Justice in it, and there is 
tetich justice in religion ; they are 
«igrafted and grow from the same 
stock. In resptect to mystlf, I may 
have by and by to say, like Cardinal 
Wolsey, that . 

^< { am weaiy andoU^ left to the mercy 
«* Of a rude stream that must for ever hide me ;•* 

yet, at the diy of retribution, the gates 
of mercy niay'be as freely thrown 
aside to me &s those that are cano- 
pied, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



WEY140UTif^ 123 

pled, stalled, ?nd pampered up, in ^, 
golden litter, battening on the f^ttestf 
fodder, or harnessed in ^1 ^he costly 
trappings of a priest, who i^ow ^nd 
then may stay his impap^nt hour, and^ 
s?iddle ^he Stat? with ^n incua>bency 
of fourteen qr fifteen hupdred ppupdf 
per annum for sittipg d\^nmy ia ^^ 
CatJ^edrai ; .,,^ 

\ ^m ^oj|ViBCfi4,;|x^ i3[)y plea ^f^ 
fj^bly ^tatc4 ^% ^ gre^l ^d §004 

]^p6, like Ja^r*^ V^^^ have been 
♦^ dampaM up," iwt with *? starv- 
ing creditors," hit clamoroijs peti- 
tlonersy l^ack^ ^it|i such irresistible 
in^ueuG^, that there was nothing to be 
dpije for me J sucj^ as grfat ;iien's 
4wtjerg> v»le|s, fpo^rj^^p, a^d coa^^- 

men. 
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in^ti, and an infinity of waiting and 
chamber maids, with whom their 
noble masters and mistresses had run 
in debt from year to year, to a consi- 
derable amount, therefore were under 
the necessity of throwing them on 
the public by thrusting theni into 
tlie * trjeasury, . the war-office, the 
customs, &c. many of whom, doubt- 
less, bad ^een for some time at their 
evening-schoois from^ lack bf educa- 
tion; or so Jong at rmj purposes and 
the habit bf making^ B,<mar% that it 
was found liccessaTyinbrdei^^that they, 
^rhight be endowed witli die ability 6f 
^signing ' their fitimes^ and when they 
bad the hbnor of being ushered into 
^a^place of four or five hundred a yw, 
pfey ^^rtiight do it legibly. Nay, even 
pimps and panders might hiave been 
on the* list, who had followed their 

libidinous 
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Iji^diiious htds throi^ ^verj ^ene Qf 
debavicliiefy ^nd extravag^ce, froiu 
tb/e dajiS of puberty ta those pf U^le^ 
inobepility, r . 

^ But the greatest ajiid the b^rt ©f 
pjen h5iV4 pfeyed at ^indman'j l^^f^ 
?re lipWf a»4^ J^lw fortufie, in^jiseirit 
iitaaatply hieki out the^r h^d^ to ^if^ 
limt ti^t chfijK:* h^$ /w^iiItO;tbs|r 

'\ . ■ I. ' . ^ ^ 
, Qnrejtw^i^ from Windsor 

Colnbi:Qok to town,, jrfflccjiiig^p^mx 
dri^^gpoii^ra^ijt, ajqid. feeling at -what 4 
dktaace little \tnQti liice me are apt to 
bp throwu by |d[ie great;, ^ftd judging by 
cfloflppaxisoi^ what little cause toer-e 
was for it, I was rouzed from my ren 
v,e^ie by a^ poor gjrl aln^p§t hare foot^d^ 
ynging; fC^e^riuUy, ,. with > her basket; 
oa Ji^ ax;«v pfx hef ,,\5^j^ ,to, Xo^i^ 
. . M 3 don; 
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don; the morning was frosty, thd 
air keen, and she was thinly clad i 
I was 6n horseback, wrapped u^ 
warm in my great coat^. making 
my way to Cranford-bridge, in order 
to break the journey, ease my horse, 
and take a comfortable breakfast; 
this brought me to a reflection that 
begin to reconcile me to my condi- 
tion; I asked the pbor jgirl what 
she sold; she told me, " Water 
Cresses, and that she had been to the 
sprihgs at Langley-broom, in order to 
get some, was carrying them to Lon- 
floni where she was going to sell them/* 
T^ms is a harder lot than mine, said I ; 
and, buying some of her crcsSes, put 
them in' my handkerchief, and had 
them washed, and ate them with my 
breakfast, where I wrote the following 
song. This song has been pirated by a ma^ 
nufaciurer of songs, who writes them by 
^'* contract 
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contract for the manager of Vauxhall, 
and wh(i has had the nabdesty to take the 
title verbatim, ^id mutilate the whole 
subject ill la most urimerciful manner ; 
my words as I have written them were 
set by Mr. Blevvrett, tl^e/qirgaiiist, who 
has d&at himself itisich. ciiMlit, and me 
great justice; and the ballad in the fol- 
lowing stateas a ^reat favourite, parti- 
cularly at the east eiidbf the metropo- 
lis, where it i?^ warble^, by the, sweet 
singers of Israel^ frcaix.Houndsditch to 
the vt*ry ^extremities of Goodman's 
Fields. ; ' ^ ^ • -^ 

YOUNG SPRING WATER CRESSES. 

' ' ' 
When: hoaiy ffost: hong Oft' each tboniy 

^Tt mght had well withdrawn her gloom^ 

Poor Phc^be went one wintry mom, ^ 

* Ptoin Colnbr6ok, <iown CO Xangley-blbomj 

Wh^ from the brake ^r'fiomiAe rill, 

^ l^^f <^an(^wjt(i neglected ^csse^\ . 

Hcrnishy basket try'd.to fill '^ ^ - , 

Withfi«8handgr«fcnS3piVil0 WxtEk Chesses. 

•\ IL Full 
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XVlbiJc wading through the chilling ^trcanTy 
' Her thoughtless spirits were a wing^ * 

. Widi l9n$ or withtPtotjixnuA theiBet 

Then, with her hxvpobk nicwh|n4izey 
In hopes to conquer her distrp^s> 

Aws^ to Lotidoo next she hiesj 

m. 

TJur^gh nanf an aSe^r, bge, orstaeetA 

You*re,8ure joo|r PJiqsbc next to meet, 
' Trying to gdtlier datly 1}read; ' ^ 
The wjad and Mill 4id oft 4dfit6, ^ 

W^>r 1^ pc^nqa^ ^^jpssw^l^ 
Then cheerfully each mom she cries 

Come buy myyoungSpxiNO Water Caxsstf* 



Notwithstanding ' all impediments, 
should jaslice for e¥tr Wkokr^nAfor^ 
tune turn her back, die Wheii 1 9iay, 
I wiU die wi^h mx olcj faroilj>|>rinct- 
ples, which. Jbce io-ador^ my Gik^ honor 
my Kin^y fever t iHj Country^ and ad^ 

Wey- 
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Weymouth and Melcomb Regis 
are so contiguous to each other as to 
be only divided by a narrow river, and 
are often considered as one place, 
but neither of the towns are of much 
Consequence in respect to buildings, 
situation, or wealth. There is no 
public place of refreshment, but the 
great hotel, that is worth notice, or 
jvhere you get atteation, 

, Should you visit the Isle of Port- 
}and, which lies about two miles from 
Weymouth, you may meet with some 
gratifics^tion, but not: without much 
fatigue; and, when you have ascended 
about a mile uito this island, you will 
be pleased to meet with a neat ancl 
hot inelegant hotel, well supj^ied with 
Gvtry comfortable, article for the table. 
The 'inhabitants of this ^rock looic 
wholesome and generally clean; the 

men 
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^;nen robust, the women fair and stout; 
their children oft?a beautiful. They 
have peculiar cusfoms of their own, 
live peaceably with each other, and<> 
pot being subject to all the laws that 
the rest of the kindpm is, perhaps 
this may be the principal reason of 
their living in such nn CQvied state 
^ tranquillity* 

It is reported of them fey the people 
of Weymquth, ,that fhe men, and wo- 
meq marry only among thepiselyes j 
that they are bedded first; but^ if in ^ 
certain tin^e no fruitful Signs should 
happen to appear in the \(^oman, they 
part, and both look out for another 
mate. ~ 

There is a well-built new church 
situated on the highest part> a^d in 
the centre of the island^ and a vast 

number 
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tiumber of neat gtave-^toiies, with a 
^at variety of whimsicU and afffec* 
tionate epitaphs. 

It is worthy obsetvation, that the 
stbntfs which are blown up by tht 
ininers on the Very summit of the 
rock, (much higher fh)m its extiensivt 
base than the cross of St. Paul'^ iti tht 
city of London is from the founda- 
tion of the church,) yet those Very 
atones are ihipregnated with thou- 
sands of shells of various shapes and 
' sizes. 

There is a theatre in Weymouth, 
which is frequently honoured with 
the attendance of the Royal Family; 
the performers are generally of a mo- 
derate description, only fit to make 
the audience laugh, by putting na- 
ture 
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ture out of joint, but, when the ma- 
nager is disposed to touch the royal 
heart to the Quick, he sends for a 
certain old favourite from Covent-Gar- 
den, who never fails to set the wJiole 
house in good humour, whenever he 
puts on the mask of comedy, and 
makes every other actor, in such a 
company, appear / like a useless auxi- 
liary; the sovereign in this, as well as 
in many other instances, shews the 
greatest attention and lenity, and a 
disposition to be pleased with the 
humblest efforts of his-' subjects. — 
When Dr. Johnson, who was not 
celebrated for complimenting man- 
kind, was called upon to visit the 
King, on his return, from the pre- 
sence-chamber, he was pleased to say, 
*' that his Majesty was the finest gen- 
tleman he was ever in company with 
in his life/' 

The 
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The theatre is on a contracted sc2\q^ 
built in the shape of a wig-box, and 
not much wider; this thing (for it is 
difficult to give it a name) is managed 
by one of the principal proprietors of 
Sadler's Wells. 

Weymouth is in Dorsetshire, ohe 
hundred and thirty miles from Lon- 
don; the post-towns are Brentford, 
Staines, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Whit-* 
church, Andover, Salisbury, Bland* 
ford, Dorchester, and so on to Wey* 
mouth. When the traveller arrives 
at Salisbury, it is worth his while to 
make a halt, in order to take a sur- 
vey of the most splendid Gothic 
cathedral in England; the close in 
which it stands is the most extensive, 
kept in better order, and is more at- 
tractive in respect to its shaded and 
N well- 
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well-gravelled walks thaii is to be soen 
encircling any other structure of the 
kind in his Majesty's dominions. — 
Many similar buildings in London, 
as well as in the country, arc too' 
often hid or huddled up and obtruded 
upon by insignificant and contempti- 
ble houses, that prevent the spectator 
from taking a proper survey of the 
whole, and take greatly away from 
the wished-for effect. 

Although not the best built, yet 
there is not a town or provincial city 
in England that has such capabilities 
about it as Salisbury; the streets are 
laid out in regular angles, wide and 
straitj the ground level, and they 
open every way, like those in the 
parish of Marybone, in London, all 
terminating with a view into the ad- 
jacent 
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jacent country, which renders it airy, 
and of course healthy; the >yhole is 
nearly square, and the markiet-place 
is extensive, neat, and hancjsom^, and 
so judiciously concentrated, that it 
stands contiguous to every habitation. 
There is no where to be seen a mar- 
ket-place situated to such an advan- 
tage, where five or six widp streets 
opefi to it as inlets to the country-t 
people from every quarter; and where 
no narrow lanes are seen with.crooked, 
sharp, and dangerous turnings, which 
often endanger" the lives of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects ; such^s are to be found 
in Norwkh, Coventry, Leicester, 
Shrewsbury, Cambridge, and many 
Othfer'towns throughout the kingdom,' 
all very deficient in respedt to con- 
veniency. ' 

The 
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The new Town-hall, erected by 
Lord Radnor, is a stately edifice, built 
with stone, and is a gre^t ornament 
to the city. The canals, perpetually 
running through alrpost every street, 
pure, clear, and rapid streams, are of 
peculiar advantage to the inhabitants, 
who have always at hand that useful 
necessary of life to keep their houses 
clean, or to carry away the dirt that 
Consequently must be made in wash-r 
ing them. ^ 



BATH. 

We now cpme to oqe oif th^most 
splendid cities, for the si^e of it, that 
we have to boast of. It is difficult 
to begin, or to point out, the nume- 
rous beauties and elegancies of this 

place. 

The 
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The whole city is built with. a cream- 
colbured stone; the architect; and the 
mason have , cqtiaUy ; here -exercised 
their talents ^apd indulged/ their fan- 
cies :for thirty years, past J and' have 
spread it over so much grdund^ that; 
could its fprmer ihhabitarits rise from; 
their silent :dftrtaitdries, they would 
lift up their eyes, ajiid hold, up their 
hands with wonder. .; ; 



r-; The Squares^, the Circus, the great 
Crescent, and the minor ones,; wJiich 
are numerous, are of that magnitude 
aiiAbeatuityas at. once to delight and 
aitonishBthei'beljDlden ; . ' . ^ » 

^Icfa?ihfeii»ro ^tre€^«are'c6mm(gliausly 
wide, iaitti^4)f> Vast -extent; Gfr^Put 
*etiby^s^eet,t lately built .oril the east 
^<te'<jf 4f\Jtroh*bri^gfl^ is^ perhaite).ie»- 
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cept Portland-place, in London^ not 
to t)e ec^Ued in Christendom ; this 
spacious stroet commences and con^ 
eludes with a Crescent, which adds to 
its splendor* }t has the advantage of 
Fordand-^plac^y in as nruch as it is 
buiit with beautiful stone, and the 
d^erent.orders of architecture, which 
have been uniformly observed through 
the whole street, give it that nuigni-^ 
ficent effect, which almost rivals every, 
thing we .have to boast of in respect 
to buildings* 

The new Pump-room, and the new 
street which faces it, fbnn a beauti<* 
ful picture, displaying on each side 
an elegant .colonnade of coiaksiderable 
length, leading dowa to *he different 
badis* The pumpHt'oom, itttqueirtiwiiv 
is not only: ^u jc^^jgiwit but a ^^atjeJy 

structure^ 
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stfticCore, aiid,: £cxr the purppsc to 
which, it is appropriated^ not to b$ 
eqxialled^any whece- 

Tjbc lower Assembly-room* arc 
band^ome^ commodious, aiul capa- 
ciow, i but the upper piies &urp3S$ 
every thiog of th^ kind ift any to\yi> 
or city in the three kingdoms. 

The theatre is handsome, and its 
size properly adapted to the place, but 
is fixed in a bad situation, incohve* 
nient to the greater part of the inha- 
bitants, and incommodious in regard 
to its approach; it is said to be the 
best-conducted theatre in England, 
and has furnished the Capital with 
some of its most eminent performers. 



T^ere is greater decorum and order 
cfcservcd in Bath than i© any other 
' . - ' ^ place; 
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place; the mafkctsl are the best sup- 
plied and conducted of any we can 
refer to, being regulated by the Mayor 
and Corporation, as well as the dif- 
ferent apartments, which are let at a 
stipulated price; half aguitiea per week 
each room, no morfe lior less, even in 
the very btist lodging-chouses. 

Having a colliary about eight miles 
frqm th^^city, they are well supplied 
with coals.. Frprri the advantage of 
the Somersetshire Avon, a navigable 
river, running through the bottom of 
the city, and passing the mines, they 
are not only the more easily conveyed, 
but consequently rendered more mo- 
derate in respect to price. . 

The cathedral i$ in the oen&i^' of 
•thfe city, a grand Gothic stfUct]i|K(^<»|«l 

presents 
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presents a fine effect in point of object 
to tke whole. 



The town-hall is also a magnifi- 
cent pile, built with peculiar taste, 
something similai* to the Vatican at 
Rome, standing in an advantageous 
situation, not far from the cathedral. 

The waters here have yndoubtedly 
been c^ the most salutary effect in 
<gouty as well as bilious cases j we 
iiave perpetual instances of their ren- 
dering great relief to both. 
i . 

' Bath is as well paved, flagged, and 
lighted, as London, aivi has most of 
the i^easurcable advantages of that 
^eat 4nd extensive city within a 
much less compass. It lie$ in a -dale, 
surrounded by high hills, decorated 

with 
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with hanging woods. Prior-Park, and 
its embelUshments, form a pleasing 
scene for the rambling eye, while 
you are walking over the parades, or 
passing along Great Pulteney-strcet. 

There are very few walks of con- 
sequence in the vicinity of Bath, not 
are there any rides but Landsdowne, 
and then you have to surmount a 
summit^ along 4fa^^iyonamoa road of 
nearly two miles Jiigh.I: The Downs^ 
b^iijg veiy bleak and cold ia the. wintet 
from theif eminent situation, and hdt 
in the summer from the chalky soil 
and Want- of '^ade, render thenl'no 
very desirable retreat for relaxation 
or exercise at any season of the jyeah 
The only wialk is that newly made, 
continuing from the lower end of 

Great 
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Great Pulteney-street, which t adds 
greatly to its effect; but, beipg one 
straight line, upon an ascent, brings 
to mind the saying of 

" The King of France, and twenty thousand men, 
*« Went up a hill, and then came down again.** 

This is no reproach on the spirit oi' 
taste of the people, who have made 
Bath one of the most splendid cities 
for its size in Europe, but from its 
situation, not having sufficient level 
meadow-land to admit of an oppor- 
tunity of displaying their taste, by 
embellishing their city with every 
ornament, in respect to sight and 
accommodations, to the gratification 
of their visitors. However, they have 
taken care, when we speak of it as a 
winter-residence, to make it a most 
enviable retreat. 

The 
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The city of Bath is in Somer- 
setshire, one hundred and eight 
miles from London; the market or 
post towns through which you pass 
are Brentford, Colnbrook, Maiden* 
head, Reading, Newbury, Hunger- 
ford, Marlborough, Devizes, Melk- 
sham, and so on to Bath. 

The inns which lie between Lon- 
don and Bath, in point of grandeur 
or elegance, surpass every thing of 
the kind, perhaps, in the known 
world. The Castle-Inn at Marl- 
borough, and its appurtenances, com- 
prise a palace fit to accommodate the 
first monarch in Europe, and was 
once the seat of an English Duke. 

THE BRISTOL HOT WELLS 

Are two miles from the city of 
Bristol, and fourteen from Bath.— 

They 
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Thoy are in a vale, through which 
the Avon continues its course, and 
forms a conjunction with the Severn^ 
which divides the English and the 
Welch coasts, and makes its way 
iirto the Bristol Channel. 

In getting to this place from Bath^ 
you are under the necessity of running 
through a kind of gauntlet, by going 
from one end to the other of one of 
the largest, noisiest^ and most bustling 
cities, except London, in England. 
But, when you arrive at the Wells, 
the scene becomes calm, and not un* 
pleasant; there are two sets of As- 
sembly-rooms, which are made use 
of alternately- Lodgings are remark- 
^ly dear, an4 «q are all kind of pro- 
visions, the more tp be wondered at, 
wJwb ws owWder ih is Bsar ^, capital 
o a city 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14.6 HOT WELLS. 

a city as Bristol, which lies in a very 
plentiful country, and the markets 
supplied abundantly with all the com- 
forts of the earth. 

The waters are rather warm, and 
have a soft milky taste, said to be of 
great effect in respect to disordered 
stomachs and consumptive habits j 
many a melancholy object of the last 
description are too frequently seen 
here, buoyed up with the hopes of 
relief, but display evident symptoms 
to the pitying beholder, that they are 
sent there to take their last sublunary 
lounge. 

The Bristol rocks commence from 
the WeHs, and arc arranged on 
each side for nearly two miles down 
the river, which runs between them 

in 
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in a serpentine form. St. Vincent's 
rock is of a tremendous height, im- 
pregnated with what is called the 
Bristol stone; and, when the sun 
shines in a particular direction upon 
it^ while you are on the opposite shore, 
this rock in many places appears as 
if it were decorated with so many 
little stars. The whole presents a 
grand romantic scene. 

The reverberation of sounds frotn 
shore to shore are uncommonly dis^ 
tinct, and I have heard a capital singer, 
once upon a time, in the celebrated 
song of Sweet Echo, from this situ- 
ation, produce a greater and more 
delightful effect than ever was heard 
upon the stage; the response was 
soft, but correct in point of imitation. 

The 
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The rides here are numerous ; that 
ever Durden-Downs to Blaze-Castle, 
in point of prospect, is hardly equalled. 
After you have made your way to the 
summit of the hills that overlook the 
Wells, you arrive at the village of 
Clifton, which, in point of situation 
and building, strikes the traveller with 
delight. The stone, of which these 
beautiful villas are built, we are told 
was brought from Bath; the houses 
ore strranged, at that judicious dktahce 
^rom each otber^ so as to admit of a 
coHsiderafole piece of pkasure-gardcn, 
laid out with the greatest taste ; the 
foliage gives an admirable effect to 
what would otherwise be thought, per* 
iiaps^ naked and deficient in respect 
to its completion. 

When 
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When you arrive at the Down?, you 
are parallel with the summit of the 
highest rocks, and look down the aw^- 
ful : depth into- the winding Avon. 
Many parts of the Downs are defended 
with a stone, wall, in order that it may 
be less irksome to the timorous fen^le 
when she is taking her ride of recreatioui 
There is a beacon built here as z sea^ 
mark, on the highest ground, from 
whence you have a very extensive 
view across, the Severn to Chepstow 
and the Welch mountains; and, while 
you enjoy the prospect, you imbibe as' 
pur6^n air as ever -wafted over sod* 

Fi&tn this sitaation, ©ti turning 
rputid, you have a view of the extcn* 
sive city of Bristol,' which at that dls^ 
tanee presents it&elf to you aSa gc)od 
object; ari^-WhtiP']f outcome to.exa* 
'j'-iu o 2 mine 
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mine it« interior beauties, on a cidser 
point of view^ yoti will find that there 
atre many things wof th attention ; th^ 
churches are for the most part hand-^ 
k>me, well furnished, aiid kept in the 
greatest preservation ; the cathedral 
has unfortunately suf^red so much 
from intestine broils and savage war, 
that there is but little of i€ left, mid 
that is only the inferior part; but Su 
Ratdiff's church possesses all the ele^ 
gaiifc^ of'Gdthic beauty in a perfect 

StMfif.' .1 ^ ■ : :.' 

r I 

,1 cpuid always. wish tO; ayoi^ every 
appearance of egotism in these 
sketches o£ different placies; for let it 
be ,obserte(J> that I jam niot wHttng 
a musical tour^ where eg^ sum Vk 
for ever . staring j^aj. i^, the face, io 
eve?y fe^ ijor 4q. llwe^ft to ciiu«b 
viv>::'. . ^ o V niate 
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ULiate any body of people whom I have 
stood before in public^ because they 
have not treated mc with idolatry, or 
that the whole corporation of a town 
has not inet me with a trumpet and 
drum, and ev^cry distinguished symbol 
of respect. 

Sfaould it be asked what I advert to in 
respect to this digression from the ge- 
neral idea of my plan, I must beg leave 
to refer ray readers to the sentinients 
of a certain sing-song writter^ who^ 
while he was delivering his unparal*- 
leled productions through England^ 
and could not be admitted at Cam*- 
bridge because I was tber^, : ainised 
the Vice^ChailicdllQr for not pushing 
me out of the^to^n/rivhere I had been 
faandscniieij rreceived and^cansied fbr 
many prewdiagf jcars; > -^^'.il ni . 

Yet 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



152 HOT WELLS, 

Yet this fulsome egotist, in his 
incongruous publication, has been 
pleased to lug me into his muddy 
matter, and set himself off by saying 
that the Vice-Chancellor had not.only 
refused him an . opportunity of exer- 
cising his transcendent talents, but had 
given that opportunity to another who 
stood in his way, " whose ohly merit 
** wa;s taking him off." 

. . / - • • I 

If the few preceding lines should 
happen to be thought an obtrusion 
upon my readers, I have to plead, in 
4!ny own behalf, a propensity that al» 
most aE mankind possess, that.of reta- 
liation ; ( yet, were L to give a perfect 
kmtation of him, 1 do not think. I 
could £hd a.dyfi, in all my. compositions 
of: colouring, : dark, ienou^j .to paaili 
him in his true isomplexion. i > ' .- ^ 

But 
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But I will take my leave of thii sub- 
ject, and make my way to St* Rat*- 
cliff's church, where I was standing 
one day admiring its external beauties, 
in company with a gientleman, when 
we were accpsted by an odd looking 
fellow, from l^liose appearance wc 
were at a loss to (Jetermine whe^ 
ther he was a Jew or a Christian; 
he addressed us with " Go(>d morn- 
ing, gentlemen ; you seem to be ad- 
nviring that; c)iurcb } it is a fine cbwch, 
J assure you} opens every moraiiag at 
.eleven o'clock, anfd is worth ydur in- 
spection : yoti , sa^em to be strangers 
here ; 4^d you come upon busing*, or 
pleasure^ gentlemen ?'* On acquainting 
him that we cameiipon business, hp 
obtruded farther on our patience, by 
asking us^ if we-^.ere in the mustard-^ 

.This 
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This we were told by our friends 
afterwards, to whom we related the 
story, was called touting a customer, 
and, though a whimsical mode, was 
adopted by many of the lower order of 
mechanics, by way of driving the nail 
as they tall it, and keeping up the 
spirit of trade. 

Bristol is a large and opulent city, 
filled with wealthy merchants and in- 
dustrious tradesmen ; but it is thought 
its mercantile business has not flou- 
rished of late, as it did some years 
ago, having been rivalled by Liver- 
pool ; from what cause is not easily 
ascertained ; some have assigned it to 
the spirit of the people of Liverpool, 
others to the great superiority of 
that port, in respect to the accommo- 
dation of vessels in their extensive 

docks and harbours. 

Bristol 
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Bristol Hot-wells are one hundred 
and twenty-two miles from London, 
the post-towns through which you 
travel are the same as to Bath. 



CHELTENHAM. 

Cheltenham lies in the beautiful 
vale of Gloucester, in a rural situation, 
and is a long narrow town, nearly a 
mile in extent, well paved, lighted, 
and flagged; has a clean and bright 
appearance as you pass through it, 
many of the houses being well built; 
there are two Assembly-rooms; the 
upper one is remarkably neat and 
elegant, the chandeliers and lustres 
peculiarly brilliant; the rest of thfe 

apartments 
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slpaf toueiits are very commodious, and 
i;^ unity with thie whole pile; these 
sfit of rooms were bvrilt by the worthy 
Mr. JMiller^ who ws^ be aaid to be 
almost the father and establisher of 
Cheltenham, for it seems to have been 
the business of his life to lend a 
helping hand* to every project that 
j:night facilitate its improvements, and 
has certainly been a principal instru- 
ment in raising it to its present state 
of popularity. 

The lower rooms are handsome, 
but inferior to the upper ones; they 
are botih rented by Mr. Rook, who 
Conducts the whole with great pro- 
priety, and keeps them in so neat and 
perfect a state, that it gives a pleasiiig 
gratification to all who visit them. 

. ' * i There 
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There is a Th^eatre here, which i^ 
called a royal one.; for the maiijager 
had the honor of the King's visiting 
it, when at Cheltenham, as hp does 
that at Weymouth. ;, ,^ 

I wish it could be said of the 
Theatre. a,s I have spoken of the 
public rooms, in respect to their neat- 
ness and elegance^ Jbut the Cheltenham 
Theatre is deficientin; both ; the house 
is small and uncomfortable, lighted 
with a few of the commonest tallow- 
candles; the stage -lights, as they are 
called, present themselves to you as 
somethiiig ,in the shape of a long 
dripping-pan, and so scantily illumi- 
nated,, tl^at one would suppose a few 
^black apd casual cinders bad fallen 
into it, and produced a blaze; for it 
has that appearance to the eye^ and, 
P iii, 
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in respect to jmeil^ tlie nose will bear 
-the eye a faithful evidence. 

' The performers have the least sa- 
laries, and, consequently, the least 
degree of theatrical ability of any set 
I eVer saw; this may proceed from 
a depi^ession of spirits, for, if an 
Englishman has but little to eat, he 
has little inclination to do any kind 
of business as it should be. A man 
©r woman, who has only eight or nine 
shillings per week, with the appendage 
often of a large family, must summon 
up a considerable degree of philosophy 
indeed, who can exercise their talents 
with any portion of reputation to 
themselves, or satisfaction to an audi- 
ence, when so narrowed in their cir- 
cumstances* 

The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The walks about this: place feve 
been taken a gre^ deal of pains with^, 
in respect to tbeir beauty and con- 
venience; they are well shaded and 
tvell gravelled, which was judicious 
from the first idea, because, ais it is 
only in the sumnier-scason thajj Chel- 
tenham' is visited, the water-^pmkert 
have always a reti'eat from the glare 
and heat of the sun, by retiring tor 
the shade*^ 

The Pump-room is about a quarter 
ef a mile distant from the town, the 
greatest part of which you are shel- 
tered with tall embowering treea^ and, 
on your turning round, when you 
get to the well, the church, which 
has a handsome spire, presents itself 
like a tall and stately obeliskv fermi- 
uating^ the, north end of the gi[ove. 

The 
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'^ The Earl of Fauconberg has a 
charming residence here, standing on 
a rising ground a little distance from 
the Wtll, from which he possesses a 
prospect of the Malveni-hills in Wor- 
cester^ire, and greatest part of' the 
extensive vale of ' Gloucester. His 
. . Lordsfiip, with that complacency 
vV which does him credit as a man and 
honour as a nobleman, throws open 
all his eates, even to the threshold of 
his house, for the accommodation of 
the indiscriminate company who may 
wish to lounge about his grounds. 

' The taste of the waters at Chelten- 
ham Resembles that which has been 
strongly impregnated with Glauber's 
salts, anfd has muoh the same effect 
iipon ihckt that drink them ; they arc 
said to Relieve an aching head, clear 

an 
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an oVer-chargcd stomacht^ and jpiiodjace 
a- good appetite ; disorders oatwally; 
feroagbt cm by the mode Of IiMifigrth^^. 
lack of rcst^ and want . of air in Jjxon 
don; and SR^ch'da well ta visit: lib^ 
Lethe to the mind^.and^GOiixfwt to tjift 
body ^' who may : Jbe $0 : circvu^tf apce4 
aa to have it in their, power^ Utimb^t it 
a temporary retreat in ther8HbWU©r, 

The markets are r^ell supplied, and 
die provisions in common are tolefa- 
bly cheap, consi(^ering it ^ place of 
pleasure* • , . = . . 

The regulatipn of the markets are 
attributed to Mr. Moreau, who for 
many years presided as Master of the 
Ceremonies at Cheltenham, and filled 
that ^nation with a great degree of 
Mputati^in to him^ ivni^ sv^t^fi^tit^ 
f z to 
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to the pbmparty who frequented this 
prlace; < "He is a gentleman of a liberal 
t^rn^pf mind, of a go6d family, and 
CTidowed with an education that con- 
^itutes bim d, man of letters. But he 
k in a very bad state of health at pre- 
sent, -ai^d visited ^th heavy bodily 
conrplaints, iwhich seem to weigh him 
to the^grouixd.^ - 

Mr^ King is an Irish gentleman, 
who ^presides in the office of Master 
of the cei*emonies to the lower rooms 
at Bath,* officiates in that capacity now 
at Cheltenham, and, should he con- 
duct himself with the same degree of 
complacency 'diS his predecessor, he will 
deserve the same encouragement. Time 
hjoill shew. 

^ There are two libraries ; and that 
vrhi^&'is kept by Harwood^ who is an 

old 
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/ 

old inhabitant, is composed of a great 
collection of books, and I believe 
many of them valuable ones; I mean 
that library in the new buildings, for 
he has one also in the High-street ; 
the new rooin is very commodious, 
handsomely built, and well filled. — 
There is another kind of library, but 
it is furnished .with so heterogeneous 
an asjsortment of millinery, perfumery, 
powder and paste, toys and trinkets, 
that, : from its external appearance, 
one is at a loss .what to call it, ex- 
cept, it be tlie ; gossiping shop; for 
there is a smirking wench or two, 
that seem to attract the old. and weak- 
bammed debauchees, who visit there 
for the sake of a little amall talk, and 
become customers for the sake of being 
flattered in their dptage. The books . 
which tbia library contains are chiefly 

of 
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of such as teem from the Minervarian 
press, but the only matter that seemed 
to be read while I was there was 
mostly the lie of the day, where ie 
was said one day that Buonaparte was 
taken, by the English, and contradicted 
the next; which is a political idea in 
the printer of a ncjwspaper,^ because it 
makes two paragra|ihs, one day to give 
a false report as a trutk, and the next 
to give that report th^ Jie ; but old 
Time, after all, hassct ustolrigirts^- 
for we find the little hustling hero at 
last surrounded by all the plagues of 
Egypt* .-.::' . .. 

The lodgings of tEis place jare 
enormously dear, a»d, like x]M&t at 
Tunbridge-wells, ill adapted^ to the- 
middling sort of society, not bnly^eoc* 
travagant in the extr^eme, butshamc^ 

fully 
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fully deficient in point of accommo- 
dation. The lower kind of inhabi- 
tants are as illiterate as Laplanders ; 
and, having the comple^^ion of Jews, 
are generally as avaricious and hard 
in their dealings. 

The rides are various, and well 
diversified with shade and rural vil- 
lages, but little water; the roads are 
generally very bad. The ride to 
Dowdswell which lies four miles from 
Cheltenham, on the London road, is 
th^ best, and that elegant village is 
sheltered from east and north-east 
winds by hanging woods; it is built 
Tipon a hill, comprising only five or six 
handsome houses, with their gardens 
and orchards; and what gives it a more 
picturesque appearance is the old 
chui'ch, with its ''ivy-mantled tower,'* 

with 
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with a iieat churcb-yard in the eeiitrt^ 
of tlxe village, from which you have 
a mo&t beautiful aiid extensive view 
of alnK>st all the vale of Glow:ester, 
over Cheltenham; the spires of the 
different villages, peering over the 
tufted groves, terminated with the 
statelj and celebrated Gothic tower 
of Gloycester-Cathedral, at the dish 
tance of about thirteen miks*, . 

Once, on a summier*s cvenijag, I 
bad the pleasure and delight of seeing, 
the setting sun take his leave, and 
couch behind the Malvern-hills, whkh 
are at an immense distance, yet are 
seen from Dowdswell; the rays of 
light, from the sun upon the clouds, 
threw such a glow and solemnity upon 
the earth, tinting it with so beautiful 
a variety, that, had there been but 

water 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHELTENflAM. 167 

water to have finished the ^ene, a 
judicious paitrter might have formed a 
pictnre equal to the best of Claiade 
Lauraine. 

The village of Pr^esbury lies two 
nrilcs on tbe north side of Cfeeiten- 
liatn, to which you may better walk 
th^n ride ; and so secluded in orchards 
a;id other trees, that one neighbour can 
hardly see another^s house, from the 
redundancy of the foliage that sur- 
rounds it. 

Here the wanderer will be sur- 
prised to find a neat hotel, with good 
accommodation-, and a garden laid 
out with peculiar taste and fancy, 
and which has had more pains taken 
with it than is gejierally to be met 
with in so cii^cumcscribed a spot; a 

beautiful 
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beautiful thatched grotto-hermitage, 
decorated with shells and fossils of 
various kinds, and displayed in the 
most ingenious manner ; small Gothic 
windows with old painted glass, the 
floor tessalated, and different parts 
decorated with round convex mirrors; 
the whole is rendered the more im- 
pressive on the mind from the various 
and negligent shrubs that shelter it, 
giving the interioi: part a solemn effect ; 
in this situation, I could not help call- 
ing to mind a couple of lines in 
Shakespeare's As You Like It: 

<* Under the shade of melancholy boughs, 

" Loose, and neglect the creeping hours of time.'* 

Opposite to the back door of the 
house, and on a terrace raised at the 
upper end of tljie garden, is a Chinese 
teropk, used as a tea-room for com- 
pany, 
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pariy, end round it ^n appropriate 
balcoay, sheltered, by a;^a?Y<?iilg from 
^he top. 

There is.a.lso a tower or jb^acw at 
a littk idistgtiiee frora tlae- temple, in 
whida there ape tsy-o ^>c^go;i rAoms, 
remarkably neat, on the first and 
aecond :Storiss; labeve: those are the 
bs^tlemepts, from >which y<^ iiaye a 
vkw of the whole yillage. Here the 
lounger will often refjreah himself with 
tea or .wii?^ or whatever jajxay suit 
his fancy. ^ , 

The proprietor, having a botanical 
taste, has taken care to display it, by 
decorating the ground with great va- 
riety of flowery, which diffuse their 
essence around you, while you are 
regaling in the shade. 

0^ Cheltenham 
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Cheltenham is ninety-one miles 
from London, and the post-towns 
through which you pass are Brentford, 
Colnbrooke^ Maidenhead, Henley 
¥ipon.Thames, Benson, Oxford, Wit- 
ney, Burford, Northlech, and so oti 
by way of Frogmill to Cheltenham. 

Should the traveller have time, he 
would do well to spend a day or two 
in Oxford, where he would have an 
opportunity of exploring the beauties of 
one of the neatest, cleanest, and most 
magnificent Gothic cities (for its size) 
in Europe. 



MALVERN 
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MALVERN WELLS. 

The Malvern-wells are situated on 
the brow of that extensive range of 
lofty mountains commonly called the 
Malvern-hills, in the county, and about 
eight miles from the city of Worces- 
ter. * 

The waters here are said to be a 
chalybeate, and are a kind of cordial 
for low spirits; that the air is pure is 
natural enough, as the Wells lie so 
eminently high; the prospects are 
beautiful and of vast extent, revert- 
ing the view which you have from 
Cheltenham to Malvern, by looking 
back again over the vale of Gloucester 

from a north-west point. 

There 
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There is but one hotel, at which 
the company generally dine together 
at one table, but they are seldom nu- 
merous. 

Those who have agility and strength 
enough to scramble up the mountains, 
which from the base to the summit 
is supposed to be two miles, will have 
a view of Worcestershire, Gloucester- 
shire, Herefordshire, . Shropshire, and 
many other counties, as wett as the 
black mountains near Brecknock, in 
Wales; the three cathedrals of Wor- 
cester, Gloucester, and Hereford, are 
all seen from the same spot with the 
naked eye, which lie in a kind of 
triangle, nearly thirty miles distant 
fi"oiir each other; and, at the season 
when the trees are in blossom in these 
cider-countries, intersected with nu- 
merous 
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merous hop-groUnds, they present a 
picture almost too voluptuous to de- 
scribe, when you look down upon 
them from this mountain. 

Worcester is a handsome city, great 
part of which is paved and flagged; 
it stands on the banks of the Severn, 
over which is built a very handsome 
bridge 

The Cathedral is a stately Gothic 
building, which, with the cloisters, 
have lately be6n repaired at a vast 
expence ; the inside of both have the 
appearance of being newly built; the 
whole of the Cathedral has had a new 
pavement laid down, the old monu- 
ments put in a good condition, and 
that of Bishop Hough, sculptured by 
Rubiliac, would be an ornament, and 
Q^z is 
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U fit (o bfe tanked among the best of 
iTiat alr-tistV performances in West- 
minster Abbey. 

Worcester Is a hundred and eleven 
jtailes iiorth-\<^est of London, thi-ongh 
(>iford, Woodstock, CKipping Nor- 
tdn, Pershore, &c. Malvern-wells are 
eight rhiJes from Worcester, on thd 
road to Hereford. 

Riding near Ledbnry, in Worces- 
tershire, one rainy day, upon a res- 
tive horsfe, 1 had the misfortune to 
Splasfi a poor young soldier all over, 
Ivho was on his furlough; I was 
gHeved it the circumstahce, arid apo- 
logised to him i the roads Were deeply 
tut and dirty ; he had a heavy knap- 
^ck at his back^ and seemed much 
tired; entering into Cohvei^satioii with 

him, 
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him, he told me he had played the 
fool to his oWii ce*t, had rashly en* 
listed for a soldier, hi consequence of 
a little quarrel with his wife, sayUig 
she was one of the best of women, 
and that he had great reason to repent 
of his folly every day ; I pitied his 
situation^ bid hifm a good day, sat 
down at the first inn upon the r6ad, 
and wrote fhe following song, which 
1 have heard Mr. EHgnum sing with 
great effect. 

THE FURLOUGHED SOLDIER. 

Aft Tve plodded my way to some kx coootiy towi% . 

Full maiiy a wearisome day^ 
My purse has contain'd but a scanty half-crown^ 

And that has soon tpelted away, 

11. 

Dejected and sad, on some wintery road, . 

With rain I've been wet to the skhi ; 
Of my kniip-sack grown tit'd, IVe sotig^ fof abode 

Ac some friendly good ale-house or ina* 

m. I've 
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Ill, 

1 Ve hop*d that good Fortone^ in turning her wheeV 
Would cast me, per chance, on the place, 

Where the wound in my bosom would instantly heal 
At the sight of my Sally's dear face, 

IV. 

She grieves, for she knows how I'm destin'd to roam^ 
On the strength of my furlough to rest ; 

And then she oft wishes her Allen at home> 
To bury his cares in her breast. 

About two years after this period, 
on the same road, in the winter time, 
at a cottage near Worcester, I became 
a spectator to a very affecting but 
pleasing scene, where a soldier had 
just returned from the continent of 
Austrian Flanders, from which I was 
led to a combination of ideas, think- 
ing it might possibly have been the 
same young man which I saw near 
Ledbury, therefore was induced to 

invoke 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MALVERN WELLSk 177 

invoke the Muse to furnish me with 
a little more matter for the same 
subject: 

THE AFFECTIONATE SOLDIER. 

*Twas in the evening of a wint'ry day. 
When safe returning from a long campaign^ 

Allen o'ertoird and weary with the way. 
Came home to see his Sally once again. 

IL 

Hiar hatter'd arnrff be cardessly tSrew do^m. 
And view'd.his Sally with- enraptured eyes ;, 

But she receiv'd him with a modest frown. 
She knew nor Allclr in his' rfiwgh disguise, 

IIL 

His hair was knotted and his beard unshorn ; 

His tatteir'd 'coutrements about him hung; 
A tear of pleasure did his cheek adorn. 

And blessings fell in torrents from his tongue. 

IV. 

Am I so alter'd with this cruel trade. 
That you your faithful Allen have forgot ? 

Or has your heart unto some other stray *d ? 
Ahi why escaa'd I from the murd'ring shot ! 

V. When 
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V. 

When this he spake^ her wonted colour Htd ; ' 
She ran, and sank upon her Allen's breast. 

All pide, awhile, she looked like one that's dead ; 
He kiss'd, she breath 'd> and all her love confest* 

VL 

Yes, my delight, though alter'd as thou art, 
Reduc'd by honest courage to this state. 

Thou art the golden treasure of my heart, 
My long lost husband, and my wish'd-for mate. 

Having had for tnany years a wish 
to see the ancient and memorable 
town of Ludlow, in Shropshire, I 
took the opportunity, when at Wor- 
cester, to make it iu my circuit to 
Buxton, and was well requited for 
my trouble. 

Whatever way you approach Lud- 
low, you find an ascent up to the 
market-place, which is in the centre 
of the town ; the streets are wide and 

well 
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well built, and, opening to the four 
points of the compass, east, west, 
north, and south, command different 
ways a variety of prospects. 

The Castle stands upon a lofty hill, 
seemingly much higher than that of 
Windsor, when you look down upon 
the College of Eton from the terrace; 
it commands a most enchanting coun- 
try, but is in a state of ruin, and the 
mouldering hand of time has given it 
a fantastic and magnificent effect. 

Imagine yourself in the most favo- 
rite walk of Kensington-gardens, and 
that walk zig-zagged down the side of 
a stupendous mountain, shaded with 
embowering trees; and, as you peep 
through the different vistas, the fertile 
valleys below and the distant hills 

present 
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present the mo&t unrivalled I^nd^ 
scapes; such is tko pro^eoade at 
iiudlow. The; river, gli4ing through 
the meadftw?^ iatear the base ipf ti)e 
castle-walls, is clear and wide, de- 
coiratefl with v^rietos -kinds of shrabs; 
B,v3eQ«rahlc bridge strides acro$s the 
fitrcani,.asfervwJaick there haiigs a high 
»id .shaggy promontory, sheltering, a 
watcr-dnill, standing aear to a line 
«jf . dwrarfy rocks that nun frc^n .shore 
io dbore, iimpeding the ha$ty» cji^rreiikt^ 
the.effect of which isiiaiidiy: to, be (con- 
ceived; the enraged river, rushing fu- 
•itiously,\agabist its cross impediment, 
rises. ;abcwe the cofflMnon aurlacA, »nd 
in ihaming surges overwhelms - the 
.obstructing ridge, hurrying down the 
counter-side ,with a tremendous roar, 
'fjrmiag a beautiful cascade; picturing, 
if it may be allo\Medj an humble epir 

tome 
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the Niagara, or Mississippi ; the whole 
presenting as beautiful and natural ar 
landscape ta the eye as can be formed 
by the most creative imagmation. 

The Gastle is said to be nearly^ 
half a mile in circumference; I ex- 
plored, and could have wept at its 
interior dilapidations. This relic of 
grandeur was once the ancient habi- 
tation of King Stephen, and in va- 
rious reigns the station where many 
a British worthy has placed himself 
in his courtly seat, enjoying the 
splendor of his golden hours; some 
might have felt as I did, especially 
when they beheld the lofty toppling 
towers, mantled with pensive ivy, 
threatening every wandering passen- 
ger, whose veneration for the scene 
may have led him too near its pre-? 
carious foundation or its opening sides. 
R It 
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It was here King Edward kept his 
crowded court at the time of the 
bloody struggles between the contend- 
ing houses of Lancaster and York* 
It was from hence his sons, the poor 
yxning Edward Prince of Wales, and 
Richard Duke of York, were sent for 
by the tyrant Richard, and murdered 
in the tower of JLondon. Here the 
great Earl of Pembroke lived, and the 
illustrious and elegant Sir Philip Sid- 
ney, while within these walls, in -his 
hours of lucubration, presented to the 
world that beautiful ornament to li- 
terature called the Countess of 
Pembroke's Arcax>ia. 

Here Milton's Comus was partly 
written, and first performed in all its 
splendor by courtly actors, attended 
by princely auditors* The wood is 

stiU 
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still standing in the neighbourhood of 
the castle were he laid the scenes for 
his important Necromancer to exer- 
cise his fancy an4 riot in his revels. 

It was here that the witty but un** 
fortunate Butler (even in the tower 
over the great gate-way, at the en- 
trance of the ca3tle) wrote the greatest 
part of his Hudibras. The stately 
walls are now tumbling down, and 
the spacious hall that once was deco- 
rated with a gilded roof and choicest 
hangings, crouded with female beauty 
and with warriors bold, is open now 
to the inclemency of the skies; its 
garnished sides are all defaced; but 
there is a mutability in all sublunary 
matters, which only serves to tell us 
that ume has no respect to persons or 
to things. , 

BUXTOJf* 
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BUXTON. 

This place is generally very fashi- 
onably attended in the summer season; 
it lies m the peak of Derby; the 
waters are said to render great relief 
to those patients who are afflicted with 
rheumatisms or spasms; they ai^e 
grateful to the taste, and rather warm; 
I had never an occasion to make use 
of the waUrs^ but th^ air produces a 
vigorous appetite. 

' Buxton is built chiefly of stoae, and 
was np more than a small village of 
grtat inns, h6tels, and little public 
houses a few years ago, but it has been 
considerably augmented, many little 
dwellings, being lately built, have 
made it a town of more consequence; 

the 
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the new Crescent has given it a stile 
and dignity, which, though it lies in 
a dell, has raised it to that degree of 
respect as to excite the attention of 
all travellers. It is built with stone^ 
and said to be as fine a piece of ma« 
sonry as any thing we have to boast 
of, being both elegant and extensive, 
has a handsome piazza in the front; 
the rest of the building is of the com* 
posite order. In rainy weather, and 
there is commonly more at Buxton 
than at any other town in England^ 
except Manchester, the piazza is found 
a convenient shelter, the people having 
it in their power to go from house to 
house without suffering from ^ the hu-^ 
midity of the climate. 

The stabling is on a rising ground 

at the distance of about one hundre4 

n z vards 
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yki^s from the bac3c part of \ht Cres-^ 
cent, between which there runs a 
rivulet, that carries off every thing 
that might prove offensive from the 
rtai>les, which form a circtiS of great 
extent, attd are also built oF stone; 
, Ae interior part is x:oloniiaded round, 
with a spacious ride in the cetitrc. 
Within the colonnade they have se- 
cured a i^eker like to that in theCreS* 
cent, to prevent the grooms and other 
servants suffering from the rain whik 
they are dressing the horses ; each of 
these pillars is cut out of one solid stone 
of about ten feet in height, and hand- 
somely formed; the coach-houses are 
on one side of the stables, which are 
built in the same order aiitd beauty, and 
possess the same conveniency ; the 
%vhole displaying the most uniform land 
extensive mews in the kingdom. 

The 
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The Royal Hotel is very corhmo- 
dious, forming part of the Crescent, 
buih on an extensive scalfe; tke rooim 
are handsome, many of them elegaiit, 
but the Assembly-Toom, which is 
within the Hotel, h as iinifehed ia 
respect to symmetry and ornamen1i|i^ , 
both as to the mason and the uphol*- 
sterer, as any that I ever rememfaa: 
to have seen. 

The Hall Avas formely the only 
house of accommodation, and is yet 
fashionably attfended, being near the 
Wells or Pump-room, at the end of 
the Crescent; the libraries here are 
small, nor are there any shops that 
can boast of a respectable appearance, 
there being no rooms of consequence 
<>r magnitude enoi^ to display a 
imriety of articiies* , > 

There 
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There are two very large inns, in 
the upper or high part of the town, 
the White Hart and the Eagle, which, 
like those of the Hall, Royal Hotel, 
&c. in the lower town, are made use 
of* as boarding houses, where the 
visitors, in different parties, mess 
together in the greatest harmony, 
order, and decorum^ and are seldom 
at a loss for the want of mental as 
well as bodily entertainment; the 
charges are moderate, considering J:he 
great variety -of viands which are 
generally served up to the com.pany.. 

Lodgings in private;^ houses are of 
a very ordinary kind,, and scarce; 
there is no common maiket here ; so 
that butcher's meat, poultry, and fish 
are very dear, and fruit is sold at an 
enormous price, being brought from 

a con— 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a considerable distance, for there is 
little ve^getation about Buxtow; tte 
coiuitrj round it is bald, bleak, and 
dreary, has little foliage, and bears a 
^reat nesemblance to naany parts o£ 
Scotland^ The rides are not very plefi- 
sant, ther^ being bio objects but naked 
hills and fruitless dales, picturing on^ 
desolate scene, ofter> inapressiug the 
mind with melajicholy. 

To gentlemen^ who go there on the 
f kft .of groose-sl^ootkig and more- 
game, it is well enough; but the kiy^ 
lid, who wishes to recreate himself 
.with ft laaorniilg's ride now a^id then, 
iiad better confine himself to the puc- 
-lieus of the Crescent, or the walks in 
the garden beloixging to the HalL * 

There 
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There k a little compact theatre 

here made out of an old barn, whick 

has had much pains bestowed upon 

it, and the interior so decorated, that, 

when you are within it, you loose all 

idea of its original state; it is usually 

kept very clean and well lighted ; the 

outside has also been so well furbished 

up, as almost to make you forget its 

wonted rusticity; I have seen good 

acting in this little theatre, when 

Cooke, who used to perform in the 

Manchester company, has been there 

on a summer's engagrement. 
o o 

Poole's Hole is a subterraneous ca- 
vern, about a mile from the Crescent, 
which, from its entrance to its fur- 
thermost bounds, is said to be six 
hundred feet, and in which are many 
an excavated and lofty roof; you arc 

conducted 
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conducted thi'ough this place by a set 
of old women, something resembling 
the witches in Macbeth, with small 
candles stuck, between their greasy 
fingers. 

In some parts it is decorated with 
various coloured spar, which, from 
the light of the candles, often gives it , 
a beautiful effect; yet, this is a visit 
of some danger; for, when you liave 
been riding or walking on a summer's 
day until you are warm, the fatal 
chills have sometirpes been attended 
with disagreeable consequences to the 
constitution, by giving it a sudden 
check; in many places there is the 
appearance of large rocks of ice, which 
are continually kept wet, and rendered 
slippery j&"om the drizzling and petri- 
fying 
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roof. 

Many of the rocks on your ap- 
proach, and which are only seen by 
the dim and imperfect light of a few 
halfpenny-candles, present themselves 
to you in various shapes, one like a 
couching lioness, another resembling 
an ancient regal throne, which they 
have named Queen Elizabeth's chair; 
the whole is an epitome of that won- 
derful celebrated cavern called the 
Devirs Peak, near Castleton, and not 
far from the Duke of Devonshire's 
magnificent scat in tlie same county, 

Poole's Hole is visited by most of 
the people who make a sintimer's 
excursion to Buxton, and is wfell worth 
the observation of the curious, being 

one 
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one of those very striking and sublime 
scenes in nature which seldom fafil to 
gratify the eye as well as the mind. 

At the back of Poole's Hole, on the 
brow of an extensive hill, is a curious 
kind of village ; the dwellings are of 
a whimsical constinietion, called the 
Ashilocks or Ash-hillocks, where there 
have been a number of lime-kilns, 
which, from the frequent rains, have 
become a kind of mortar, eiicrusted 
and hardened by the $\m ; they are ill 
hollow, and the poor inhabitants have 
taken possession of them, propped up 
the arched roofs with the strongest 
Tirooden files, and formed them intof 
one, two, and sometifiie^ thi^, tene- 
inent^, under one roof, with a small 
window to each, soiiie of theni cicart 
tad liot uncomfortal^e, arid tvWeiii 
s many 
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many of the inhabitants have brought 
up a numerous offspring. 

They have most of them prudently 
embanked up a sufficient portion of 
ground which they have levelled out 
before their doors, where they often 
sit on a summer*s evening, regaling 
with their brother rustics over a mug 
of ale ; some of these people have de- 
corated the entrance of their cells with 
little arbours, by planting such shrubs 
about their doors as will grow in that 
chalky heated soil* 

It is supposed that these huts con- 
tain two hundred souls. At a distance 
the whole appears like a warren, 
where the inhabitants run to and 
from each burrow like rabbits, so 
that it may be called a kurrow town 

without 
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without a Corporation. In point of 
situation, being on a hill, it has the 
advantage of Buxton, which is no 
bad object from it; and the humble 
inhabitants have to boast of Fate's 
having placed them so much above 
their betters. 

Having rambled about three miles 
from Buxton, I fell into conversation 
with a lonely shepherd, sitting with 
his dog by his side, near his flocks^ 
on the brow of a hill which over* 
looked a melancholy farm in the vale ; 
he had been told of the dog-tax, and 
was commiserating his state in re- 
spect to his faithful Fido, who had 
been his companion for many years ; 
he seemed to be much concerned 
about the business, shewed uncom* 
mon affection for his poor servant, 

and 
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and great apprehension, thinking that 
he should one day or other be obliged 
to part with him from the above cause, 
However, P relieved him from that 
anxiety by assuring him that his dog 
was exempted from the tax in question 
from the utility and necessity of hi^ 
situation, which immediately threw 
a. pleasing sun^ne over the shepherd's 
countenance, who thanked me kindly 
for ]the friendly information which J 
1^ given him* 

; Having iijiucb i41c tiit^e upon my 
haadsj ^nd little to amuse^ me whil^ 
I. wai ^ Byx^on, I employed myself 
\>y turning th|s cifcutustgiace into 
versf ; fis the lilies have appeared in 
print before, an4 lest it H^ay be thought 
that I selected them from some other 
ftuthor, they were inserted with my 

name 
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name to them in the Morning Hefald, 
about three years ago, under the title 
of 

THE SHEPHERD AND HIS DOG. 

On a grectt bank, beneath a hawthorn's shade. 
Poor Will the shepherd thoughtfully was laid ; 
His nibbling flocks were busied all aroondy 
Some on the high, and some the lowlmd ground ; 
His faithful Fido watching near Ms side^ 
In which his master took a woxld of pride; 
And now the swain nplifh his pensive eyt9. 
Surveying round the vast exp^ded skies ; 
Beheld the sun with mid-day lustre shine. 
From which he learnt it was his hour to dine; 
His humble viands from his scrip he took. 
And from his pouch drew forth a tatter'd book. 
From whence some grateful oraison he read. 
Ere he partook his scanty share of bread ; 
For small^ alas, is now e^ch poor man's lot. 
While pale«fac*d hunger stares from out his cot. 
Yet, howsoever scant the shepherd's fere. 
He scom'd to rob his Fido of his share j 
But while he eats, some small proportion gives. 
Which his poor slave right thankfully receives; 
Wags his frank tail, and Indies at his feet. 
For crumba of bread, for he had seldom meat* 

s 1 Now, 
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Trying how much to Fido he shall deal; 

Fats his lean sides with many a tender strokej 

And then as tenderly to him he spoke ; 

^' Thoij. Utjte knpw'st poor Fido of thy state, 

•* Thou little know'st what miseries await 

« On thi^ poof £$Kow> and tby wretched kind! 

« Flann'db^ 1^ awAcbiisf in, some human mkid; 

« As with Fl^»l«ITy they w^s* at strife, 

•« A prij»i8 ettwpQndiybwnliwslifc; 

<< Faithful to mi9 thiS^'sjt 1^«^ a^ to my foldr 

'«< InbumiiigsliMiei^, aeduiw«uers<q»14i. 

'^^ In early nMMmil^ 9v att^v^iui^ l^te 

<< In darkso9)(» tUgi^^ 4. gtt^dian.at my gSLtfi ; 

«< In roads of p^r^ hasi th^H been my guide 

'' Through w^yw^pathsi o'er 4ieaiyhe«K^aiulwidt$ 

'« And when weV^ €eaa'd. the w^aryi^g hilk to lioaait 

*f ThQii*$t^h^r/4QAyheaj:twiApU^fultrM^a(homei 

" Must Ix^iffk^^f^i thet ^hall never be I 

<< And tamely psrt; with each sbiqemy ? 

«< While thwe poofi Umfes pp^se^ 4e power to toiV, 

«' Or ^i^ife these lands yteU nuctum ^^pm th^ «oi]» 

<^ Thou shalt pariake* while hefe on earth I liv^ 

^« Then beg tp Jiff whcii l.n^ ma^ €ffm giftiu** 

Buxton is one hundred and fifty- 
nine miles and a half from London^ 
through Barnet, St. Alban's, Dunsta- 
ble, 
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Wp, Newppft-Pagnell, Northampton, 
PJ^rbwough, Leicester, Mount-Sor-» 
rel, Loughborough, Derby, Ashbourn^ 
SLik^sq on, to Buxton. 



MATLOCK, 

Matlock I believe fe visited more 
from the romantic pictures of nature 
which it displays than from the effi- 
cacy of its springs; for here is a splen-^ 
did scene indeed, comprised within 
the space of two short miles, which 
is soon explored, and seldom retains 
a party for any length of time; the 
visitors drop in here as butterflies 
would upon a beautifully-coloured 
flower, which attracts thcni more 
from its gaiety than from its honied 
sweets. . ' 

Most 
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Most minds revolt at the arrogance 
of an ignorant and over- grown inn- 
keeper, and here many have been 
disgusted from the same cause. Mat« 
lock has several hotels, as they are 
pleased to call them, and the guests 
are generally glad to get out of their 
inns as soon as they can, who find it 
a common maxim with the hosts to 
make their friends, who come to feast 
their eyes on these luxuriant scenes, 
pay for their peeping. 

There is a boldness and a beauty at 
Matlock not easy to be described; it 
should be seen; the objects arc so 
refulgent, that neither the pen nor 
the pencil can produce a true effect; 
this viUage is enclosed between two 
lofty hills, partly covered with hanging 
woods, through which" are often seen 

a pon- 
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a ponderous rugged rock, tufted with 
dwarfish shmbs, 'sprung from the 
crannies, wherein some alien seedling 
casually might have dropped ajqid taken 
root; the clear impetuous river hurry- 
ing down the steep with a formida-^ 
ble roarj the oak, the willow, the ash, 
and other trees stretching out their 
long expanded loafy arms midway 
over the strewn, forming a grateful 
GOQling ^de* 

Sir Ricfeard Arkwright'^ elegant 
f^ansioto h contiguous tQ Matlock, 
and bis grounds Wmg handsomely 
laid out are a great attraction to every 
stranger* 

• But there is a gre^t drawback to 
^\i those pleasurable scenes both in 
jrespect to the eye and the ear, from 

the 
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the manufactories which are built so 
near the b^th. 

The eye, is offended too frequently 
here from having the uniformity de- 
stroyed by two or three large red 
brick buildings, standing on the mar- 
gin of the clear and winding stream, 
intruding upoii the harmony of the 
prospect, and disgracing the native 
colouring of the grey, the grave, ^nd 
towering rock, which has stood there 
from the creatioii ' of ^ the* world, - by 
having a neighbour obtrude itself s6 
near its ancient precincts in the mo-i 
dern form of an extensive brick-kiln. 

The ear is offended hourly by the 
fUde or indecent speeches of the almost 
lawless manufacturers, should they 
meet you in your walks or on your 

rides, 
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rides, accosting you too often with 
shameful sentences of blasphemy or 
obscenity; for the wonted simplicity 
of the rustic, with his obedient nod, 
has long been done away in this dis- 
tracted country. "Why is this, where- 
fore?" Shall we call it licentiousness, 
or has the humble crawling worm, 
conceiving itself too much oppressed, 
embibed the poison of the envenomed 
adder, and raising his ignoble crest, 
resolved to shew resentment to every 
imperious traveller who may chance 
to tread too heavily on the secret path 
under which he sleeps, and wreathiqg 
from his crooked narrow cavern of 
repose, gives his betters to understand 
that he is possessed of feeling; or 
has he, having been visited by the spirit 
of equality, for ever taken leave of 
order and degree^ so truly necessary iii 

society; 
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society ; if it be so, the times are bad 
indeed. Shakespeare, in his Troilus 
and Crcssida, has defined this matter 
more philosophically, and to the pur- 
pose, than any other writer, saying, 

*f The heavens themselr^Si the planets, imd this centre. 

Observe degree, priority, and place, .^^^ 

Jnsisture, course, proportion, season^ form, 

Office, and custom, in all line of orcieri 

And therefore is the glorious planet, Sol, 

In noble eminence enthroned and spher'd 

Amidst the rest, whose mcd'cinable eye 

Corrects the ill aspects of planets evil. 

And posts, Uke the commandment of a king, 

Sans check, to good and bud; but, when tbe ^anetSf 

In evil mixture, to disorder wander. 

What plagues and what portents, what mutii^. 

What raging of the sea, shaking of the earth, 

C^QBBotion in the winds ; frights, changes, horrors. 

Divert and erack, rend and deradnate. 

The unity and married calm of states 

Quite from their fixnret Oh! wh^i degree k steikcfif 

t^ch is^e ladder to*idlUgh designs. 

The enterprise U siek ! How could com«unUie9i 

Degrees in schools, and brotherhoods in ciues, 

Feace&l 
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Peaceful commerce from dividablc shores, 
The primogeniture and due of birth, 
Prerogative of age, crowns, sceptres, laurels. 
But by degree stand in authentic place ? 
Take but degree away, untune that string, 
And, hark, what discord follows! Each thing meets 
In mere oppugnancy ; the bounded waters * 
Would lift their bosoms higheir than the shores). 
And make a sop ,of all this solid globe : 
Strength would be lord of imbecility. 
And the rude son would strike his father dead : 
Force would be right;, or, rather, right and wrong, 
(Between whose endless jar justice resides,) 
Would lose their names, and so would justice too. 
Then every thing includes itself in power. 
Power into will, will into appetite ; 
And appetite, an universal wolf, 
* So doubly seconded with will and power. 
Must make perforce an universal prey. 
And, last, cat i^t itself.'* 

Matlock is one hundred and thirty- 
six miles fro^^ ' London, througti 
Derby^ , 
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HARROWGATE. 

There i& an upper and a lower 
Harjrowgate, which lie at about a 
mile distant from each other, and in 
point of acconunodation^ maaner^ and 
custoo), are smiilar to Buxton, only 
with this difference, they are less ele- 
gant, but still more moderate in respect 
to boarding and other expences* 

. Ther6 is great decorum and good 
order at the boarding wn}§^ and mostly 
good harmony; this may proceed from 
a president being placed at the head 
of the table; the last new visitant 
always takes his seat at the bottom, 
rising by degrees to the head, and 
that mjiintains good order; for with- 
out ft head all bodies are imperfect. 

The 
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The two villages of Harrowgate 
are a few scattered houses on a dreary 
common, and were it not for the plea- 
sant faces and the good company you 
often meet with, there is nothing to 
excite the attention in respect to situ- 
ation. The rides are tolerable^ yet 
ycai seem to have nothing worth your 
pursuit but the dripping well and cu- 
rious petrifactioiis at Kixaresborough^ 
which is five mU^ tsA Stukely-park« 
Rcaur RippQOy seventeen miks Irom 
Harrowgate. You are amply fepai4 
for the length of your ride, from the 
splendor of the scenes at Stukely. 

The waters are said to be an an- 
tidote to the scurvy, have a suJphu- 
rious smell as welt as taste; by some 
palates they have been said to taste 
like rotten eggs and gunpowder, a»d 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



2o8 HARROWdATE^ 

in my opinion this is no bad com- 
parison> 

While at this place, having been 
invited by an old acquaintance to 
Kendal, in Westmoreland, I accepted 
his offer for two purposes, that of 
seeing a worthy intelligent character, 
and of having an opportunity of taking 
a survey of Wyndermere-lake, which 
I had long wished to see, and which 
lies about fourteen miles to the south-T 
west of the town of Kendal. 

After riding over the craggy hilly 
road from the above town to the lake, 
I never met With a scene that struck 
me more forcibly; it presents itself 
'to you, first, at the distance of about 
half a mile, just as you have sur* 
mounted the summit of the last hill 

on 
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on that road. Its smooth glassy face 
appears like a clear extensive mir- 
ro^r, seven or eight miles in length, 
j^nd two in breadth ; the lofty moun* 
tains, which nearly encircle the whole, 
present themselves to the traveller 
with a **snbUme and beautiful*' effect; 
but, when you view them from re-* 
flection in the water, they appear most 
formidable; their tremendous shaggy 
heads seem tumbling into a vast ex- 
panse; sometimes a cloud will sus-^ 
pend itself midway down a mountain's 
side, secluding part, leaving the base 
and summit only visible to the eye, 
throwing at the same time a pleasing 
partial shadow over som6 part of the 
fchi*ystal take beneath. 

\ The Bishop of LandafTs seat stands 

a beautiful object at the head. Sir 

T a Michael 
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Michael Flemming*s on one sideband 
Mr. Christian's on a small island^ 
tastefully laid out in the centre of the 
lake. These gentlemen have wisely 
purchased all the contiguous land, in 
order to improve the scene, by plant- 
ing down each mountaui-side shrubs 
and various firs, which have greatly 
taken off that bleak and sterile ap- 
pearance they formerly wore; they 
have also made the. roads more com- 
fortable to the fashiotfiable visitors 
who every s^son make summer-ex- 
cursions hither,; in order to explore 
the^e luxuriant scenes of nature* 

A little way north of this lake is 
Ambleside; and, having :,Jteard much 
of the waterfal at the back of the 
town, I was induced to extend my 
journey, and was fully gratified with 
viewing so grand an exhibition. 

But 
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Bat'it would be presumption in me 
to ^well on a subject which has been 
so ably and minutely given from the 
pens of Mr. Pennant and Mr* Grose, 
in whose publicationathe eye has also 
been aided by correct engravings taken 
on the spot* 

Weary with rambling from place 
to place, I was much pleased to find 
near the waterfal a neat and com- 
fortable house of refreshment^ fur- 
nished with good viands as well as 
wine; here I rested, and indulged 
myself; but, after some time, was 
roused from my chair oh hearing a 
female voice in notes of deep distress, 
and, looking from the window, saw 
a beautiful young damsel surrounded 
by a group of villagers, to whom she 
was bewailing the loss of htt betiothed 

AUeo, 
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Allen, for so she called him. I found 
by the tenor of her story that they 
had been playing at " Lover's . Quar- 
rels/* that her swain had taken his 
leave in a pet, and neglected to visit 
her at his wonted hour. The poor 
girl shewed great agitation of mind> 
tinctured with symptoms of jealousy, 
for, by what I could leam from her 
conversation, she had made earnest 
enquiries of every one she met, if they 
had seen her Allen in their walks, 
shewing visible apprehensions of her 
lover's perfidy, and of his having for- 
saken her for some other damsel in Ae 
neighbourhood. This set my Muse 
afloat; I thought it no unpleasant 
subject, and therefore wrote the fol* 
lowing song, while sitting over my 
wine after dinner : it was set to music 
by Mr. Hook, who has done credit to 

himself 
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himself and honor to me, by giving 
it a melody of notes and simplicity 
of style^ expressing the subject so 
well as to cause it to make its way 
to the heart, like that of my Discon- 
solate Sailor, composed by the same 
master with equal ability. The fol- 
lowing song was sung by the late 
Mrs. Kennedy at Vauxhall, some years 
ago, under the title of 

^ ALLEN BROOKE, OF WYNDERMERE. 

Sayi bave 70U in the village seen 

A lovely youth, of pensive mien ; 

If such a one hath passed by. 

With melancholy in his eye, 

Where is he gone ? — Ah! tell me where! 

*Tis Allen Brooke of Wyndcrmerc, 

n. 

Last night he sighing took his lcavc> 
Which caus'd me all the night to grieve ; 
And many maids I know there be. 
Who try to wean his love from me ; 
But heaven knows my heart's sincere 
To Allen Brooke of Wyndermere. 

IIL My 
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III. 

My thfobbiAg heict is fuM of woe. 
To thkJL thai he should leave me so^ 
But if my love should angcr'd be. 
And try to hide himself from me. 
Then death «hall bear me on a bier 
T^ AUcn Brooke of Wyadcwncre. 

The reputation of tlais song, for it 
has been much sung and much sold^ 
has also been given to the siuging- 
bird of Leicester-place; as if there 
wfere no other shrubs seen, nor birds 
heard to sing, than those that arc in 
Kensington-Gardens, because they are 
so often visited. I should not say so 
much of myself, were I not urged to it 
by too often seeing a jackdaw adorned 
in feathers which do not belong to him. 

Song-writing depends as much upon 
genius and fancy as any other species 

of 
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of poetry; every song should h^ve 
its incident, sentiment, or moral. — 
It is true, yo^ may harmonize with 
tiotts the dullest theme, and the 
v^iicst numbers, such as the nautical 
poet in question, who has the advan- 
tage of a bad painter, that may haj)f)cn 
to he the frame-maker too, when, by " 
varnishing and gilding high, he often 
-gives a very bad picture a good com* 
plexion. A song should not receiTe 
its fame entirely from the srnnJ; for, 
if it will not bear the test of the closet, 
I shoiild not think it worth the sitting; 
bnt **<* j^ stej land aH thaty^^ awl 
such Isiittd of English has made its 
way in this fnping, trifling, dancings 
j^mlrfing, cock-horse age to such a 
height, as wouM have made our an- 
cestors bhrshfor the frivolities of their 
coutttry, 

The 
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/ The late celebrated patiiot Wilkes, 
speaking of Hogarth, in number 17 
of his North Briton, says,, f^ We all 
tremble when he takes up the pencil^ 
but we titter when he takes up tlie 
pen/' So, of this sable bird in ques- 
^tioii, we admire him while he confines 
himself to his crotchets and quavers; 
.but, when he aims at metaphors, si- 
milies, or figures in rhetoric, we cani- 
not help smiling, and sotnetimes pi- 
tying him, for making the attempt. 
' . .. . . ' » 

If it should be thought t]iat I have 
dwelt too much on thi$ char^ct^r, let 
it be remembered that I4idnot cast the 
Jirst stoncy and I feel too strongly the 
force ^ of the motto, encircling the 
thist^, in the arjT^s of the Caledonian 
Kings, ^''Nf^fiQ.m imfimql^^siti'' to 
bear it with silence. 

There 
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There is little etiquette at Har* 
rowgjLte, nor are the company pes- 
tered with the officious and interested 
cringings of aji x)bsequious Master of 
the Ceremonies. They appropriate one 
from among theoaselves., such as may 
have good-nature enough and abiUty 
to undertake the oSicc during \m 
visit. At dinner the gentlemen treat 
the ladies .with wine; who in the 
afternoon return the compliment by 
treating the gentlemen .with tea; and 
all this seems to be done in perfect 
amity.* 

There is a billiard-table at each 
village, where there is much play, 
but little gambling; tbcy were erected 
for amusement, and, that every one 
may have thoir share, the Jadies are 
not excluddl. 

u The 
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The Library is not of the greatest 
magnitude, but is pleasantly situated 
on a rising ground, between Upper 
and Lower Harrowgate; it is an 
agreeable lounge, where you are ac- 
commodated with newspapers, hear 
the novelties of the day, and some- 
times form a good society. 

Harrowgate is two hundred and 
twelves miles from London, and 
fifteen miles north of Leeds in York- 
shire. 



SCARBOROUGH. 

In your way from Harrowgate to 
Scarborough, you go through the an- 
cient and venerable city of York, the 
metropolis of the northern part of 

England. 
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England. It is well worth the tra- 
vellei's while to rest a day in this 
city, especially if he should possess a 
taste for antiquity. 

The Cathedral is perhaps one of 
the largest Gothic structures in Chris- 
tendom, shamefully huddled up and 
obtruded upon by the pitiful houses 
that enclose it, almost to the very 
steps of every entrance; so that you 
are mortified by having only a piece- 
meal view of this national ornament 
fron> any point whatever. 

This city is built on a fine gravelly 
soil, like to that about London, and 
the face of the country around the 
two cities bears a strong resemblance; 
to each other. 

The 
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The river Ouze is navigable, glides 
gently through it, and empties itself, 
into the Humber, which makes its 
way with great rapidity into the great 
ocean. 

The one-arched bridge which crosses 
the Ouze at York is said to be very 
ancient, is built with stone, and is 
not much unlike the Rialto at Venice. 
't'he promenade here is a beautiful 
well-gravelled walk, near to the river 
side, meandering for the space of a 
mile, on which are erected many 
handsome and commodious seats, well 
placed under tall embowering trees. 
Between the walk and the river is a 
well-^rown quickset hedge, where 
here and there the wreathing wood-? 
bine shews its head, negligent and 
sweet, diffusing its refreshing essence 

around 
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around on every gentle gale; the 
hedge therefore serves not. only as aa 
ornament but a defence from the rivet 
at the same time; the whole of this 
celebrated retreat terminates with an 
extensive labyrinth or maze, where 
playful love often rUns his giddy round. 

There are fe^^ cities or towns ia 
the kingdom that can boast of a more 
luxuriant retreat for a summer's even- 
ing lounge than the inhabitants of 
York. 

Great part of the ancient walls of 
this extensive city are still standing 
in gO(3d condition, which are very 
convenient to those who wish to ex- 
ercise themselves in a lucid season, 
being well flagged with broad smooth 
stones ; and, as the walls stand high,, 
u z they 
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Aey soon become dry, like those at 
the city of Chester, so that you may 
"Walk there without soiling your shoesr 
when every other part of the city 
remains in a muddy and wet con- 
dition. 

The castle is appropriated to the 
use of the county-goal, which is more 
like a palace thah a prison; the 
court-house handsomely built, form- 
ing one side of ^he large quadrangle, 
and the sessions on thie other, both 
ornamented with lofty Doric columns ; 
the felons' apartments form an exten- 
sive airy building, at the lower part 
of the xjuadrangle, opposite to which 
is a large wall, the whole comprising 
a space as extensive as one of our 
modern-sized squares in Lond6n. 
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In the centre is a level kx^rn, in 
a circular form, of smooth green turf, 
kept so by some nibbling deer, which 
aresttffisred to range there for that 
purpose ; the la^vn is gravelled round, 
where the debtors are allowed to walk 
for the sake of health, and to enjoy 
the air ; in ^this respect it must be ad- 
mitted that there k not only great 
humanity but wisA^m in the idea, as 
the inhabitants of the city, from this 
caution, a« seldom in fear of being 
visited by a gofal-discemper, which is 
often fatal to a whiotc tieigbbourbEood; 

What ^-'endcrs this place the mow 
creditable tollibse Who have the cafe 
<Jf it is its^being ndt mily made pleasant 
to the eye, tuft kfept remarkably clean 
and 4v4K)le6ome; so that, when 70a 
visit k, you aift aot annexed with 

offensive 
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offensive smells, nor does the mind be* 
come wretched by the melancholy 
impression often made upon it in 
viewing many places of this kind. 

I had seen this extensive place of 
confinement previous to my visiting 
Edinburgh, which city I had been 
told by one of that country was a 
city of palaces; in which however 
I had not been many days, before I 
was intreated by an ignorant and 
bigoted Scotchman (who , had never 
been out of his owft.couatry) to see 
the palace of Holy-rood-House, which 
was then in a deplorable and filthy 
state. The roof of the. royal chapel, 
for want of proper attention, had been 
suffered to tumble in; tb« sc^lchres 
of their kipgs were broken to pieces 
from this slwuix^ul event, and their 

sacred 
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sacred bones exposed to the unhal* 
lowed hands of every hind that might 
t^ppen to get admittance to the scene 
of dissolution ; and when I had gone 
through the whole of this dilapidated 
melancholy palace^ I was asked by 
the peison who took me to see it, with 
an emphasis of strong and national 
exultation, as if he meant to mortify 
me by setting every thing in my poor 
country at a distance, ^^ whether i 
thought the King of England could 
&ew such a palace as that!*' like 
Miss Cune^gunda, speaking of the castle 
of Vanderten trunk, as the best of all 
fossibJe castles. 

I could not help replying to thift 
childish interrogatory, saying, ** that 
I did not wish to affront him by 
making the comparison in respect to 

palaces 
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palaces/' but calling to mind what I 
had recently seen at York and many 
other parts of England, told him, 
^' that I had seldom beheld such a 
falace as that which he had been 
dragging me through, but that I had 
seen much better- looking g(^ah iii my 
own country." 

This so hurt the nationality of his 
mind, that he put on a sullen couu-^ 
tenabce, turned upon his heel, say* 
ing, with some vehemence, that, " I 
had made a base reflection upon the 
first kingdom in all Europe T I parted 
with him with a smile upon my coun« 
tenance, but never had the honour to 
change another word with this petu- 
lent Caledonian, while I remained in 
the first kingdom in all Europe! In re- 
spect to culogium, when speaking of 

their 
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their own country^ it may be perceived 
that they do not confine it to very 
narrow bounds, but extend it through 
Europe, nay sometimes the whole 
universe. 

I know of no city qor town in 
any part of his Majesty's dominions 
which may with the least degree of 
propriety be given the appellation of 
a city or town of palaces, unless it 
be the city of Oxford and the town 
of Cambridge; for, in those places, 
many of the Colleges and public build- 
ings may be truly said to be palaces, 
and splendid ones too, with prince^ 
endowments to maintain them in their 
present elegant and unrivalled state. 

If the buildings in their New Town 
i^ Edinburgh, (which is not larger 

thaEn 
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that! some of the villages about Loa- 
<ion,) composing three or four streets 
and a very small square, with irre- 
gular houses and dirty areas, in which 
there are bakers, hucksters, and many 
other miserable shops within the palli- 
«ades', which indeed hardly deserve that 
Bame, put up in a slovenly manner, 
with the most indifferent materials; 
if such streets and such houses, which 
are inferior to a hundred streets and 
a hundred thousand houses in Lon- 
don, may assume the name of a city 
of palaces J it is a piece of national 
r ostentation, making what is little look 

Sut tlie common reflection in Scot- 
land is, when speaking of the elegance 
and 'Splendor of our colleges, •* that, 
if they ^havc iiot «o iriany £nc col- 
leges. 
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leges they have not so many fine block- 
heads to inhabit them." But dirty 
envy has always got mud enough about 
her to bespatter her neighbours, when- 
ever she sees them dressed, or look 
better than herself. 

The man or woman, who, from na- 
tional bigotry, becomes partial to any 
person or to any thing, is like those, 
who, while looking through a tele- 
scope at any favourite object, are for 
ever apt to direct the eye to that end of 
the glass which magnifies; but where 
partiality or prejudice have got the 
better of the little mind, let the person 
be ever so fair, or the object ever so 
great, they will invert the optical ma^ 
chine, and make use of that end, alone, 
which not only diminishes, biit sets the 
object at a distance, 

X Holv. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



230 SCARBOROUGH. 

Holy-Rood-House is now a refuge 
to a royal fugitive, and no doubt but 
by this time is made to wear a more 
princely appearance; but it is scarcely 
in the power of human labour to re- 
move the ordurous exhalations which 
diflFiise themselves around it. 

The Castle of Edinburgh stands 
upon a considerable eminence at the 
top of the old town, which is about a 
mile in length, being one continued 
street, with black-looking lofty houses 
twelve or thirteen Stories high, let out 
in flats, like the apartments in the 
Adelphi, in London ; it may be said 
to resemble the skeleton of a mackrel 
or any other fish; the high street 
sprving for the back-bone; the multi- 
farious winds, closes, alleys, or lanes, 
that open into it may be compared to 

the 
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the ribbs, and are so thickly inhabited 
by- all description of the natives, that 
it is said to contain between twenty 
and thirty thousand souls ; not cele- 
brated for their cleanliness. The common 
. sewer of this part of the town is above 
ground^ so that all the filth of the in- 
habitants is carried by the springs, 
many of which, being in the high 
street, hurry down the channels, and 
the palace lying in the bottom, every 
thing that is offensive makes its way 
to the very nos^triis of this royal resi- 
dence; but, as we are told that its 
present incumbent makes frequent ap- 
plications to the snuff-box, like to most 
of the inhabitants of Edinburgh, his 
plfactory sense may be happy enough 
to set every nuisance at defiance. 

The new town of Edinburgh is 
certainly handsomely built, with a 

clean 
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clean and pleasant-looking stone; the 
jitreets are wide, and that part of it 
which overlooks the Frith of Forth to 
the barren mountains of the county of 
Fife, have a fair, romantic, as well as 
an extensive prospect ; but the part 
which looks to the old town, and 
only divided by a low and dirty dell of 
dbout one hundred yards across, is 
subject to all the offensive smells oc- 
casioned by the teemings of the poor 
Inhabitants of the latter place, who 
live in narrow, closes^ winds, and 
crannies; and, being on the declivity 
of a rock, empty their filth adown its 
sides into this dell, which serves as a 
convenient reservoir for what would 
bgtoo indecent to mention to a deli- 
cate reader; so that, when the wind 
blows from the South, you are sure to 
have the very essence of the poor in- 
habitants 
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-4iabitants conveyed to their opposite 
neighbours in the Norths 

I have had the pleasure of spending 
many pleasant hours in this irregulaf 
odd-built metropolis of Scotland, and 
have experienced much apparent hos« 
pitality ; but never got up from a table 
without having the surfeiting and 
puerile foible of nationality thrown into 
my dish, or, by some illiberal reflection 
upon my own poor barren country, had 
my stomach turned or my digestion 
interrupted by fulsome eulogiums on 
the first country in all Europe! 

I remember to have been in com- 
pany, composed of some of the first 
lettered characters in that neighbour- 
hood, wh^fn a professor of Glasgow- 
College made his entre irom England. 
X 2 He 
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He had been to Eton, near Windsor^ 
and, on his road to Edinburgh, made 
Oxford in his way ; where he confessed 
he had met with a prodigy, in respect 
to his mathematical abilities; being 
asked^ by many of the gentlemen pre- 
sent^ to what country this prodigy 
owed his birth, and being told that he 
was an Englishman, he was given by 
one of the party, with evident marks of 
national envy, the presumptive lie, by 
saying, with the most powerful em- 
phasis that he was master of, " By the 
L — d, it cannot be! he cannot be an 
\EnglishmanP* 

Being an Englishman myself, and 
warmed at what had passed, 1 sat the 
breach which had been made in good 
manners aside, but could not help ask- 
ing him, if Sir Isaac Newton, John 

Milton, 
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Milton, Sir Francis Bacon, John 
Dryden, Edmond Spenser, Joseph 
Addison, Alexander Pope, or William 
Shakespeare, were ^Englishmen ? On 
repeating the name of Shakespeare, I 
introduced a beautiful quotation from 
Churchill, who, speaking of that 
matchless bard while at Stratford upon 
Avon, says, 

** Here Nature list'ning stood, while Shake» 

spearc play'd, 
•« And wonder'd at the work i^r/^^Tiad made!*' 

From this a confused murmur ensued, 
which fell into a smothered silence ;\ 
and at last it was requested that the ; 
glass might go round, the subject 
dropped, and my health was drank ^ 
with a visible air of sarcasm peculiar 
to themselves, and had that effect upon 
my feelings which has made it rest 
Upon my memory to this very hour. 

The 
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The last evening Which I spent 
in Edinburgh was in a large com- 
pany at the apartments of one of 
the gentlemen belonging, to the Col- 
lege, when, as usual, the state, the 
splendor, and the beauty of countries 
were brought upon the tapis,. which is 
for ever the case ere the second 
bumper has gone round, when their 
goodly nation is uniformly preferred to 
die firstcountry in Europe j from which 
they so often suffer bycpmparison* 

One of the gentlemen In this wel/-^' 
Uttered p^rty had tht goad breeding to 
kay (knowing me to be an English- 
man) ** that there was nothing good 
tame from England but cheese!" I 
could not help telling him that there 
were truth and good-^manners^ both of 
which he seemed to be a stranger to; 

but 
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but in respect to good things^ I was 
convinced there were many good 
places in England^ which few of his 
countrymen would refuse to accept, 
and many at this time enjoyed* 

One of the party contending that 
the voluptuous soil of Scotland yielded 
the finest mutton in all Europe! was 
taken up on this point, and contra- 
dicted by a gentleman who was ^ 
native of Carlisle ; saying, that they 
only sent the bones of their sheep and 
cattle to be covered with Englilh^^fi*^, 
by driving them to graze a considera- 
ble time upon the well-clad hills and 
fertile vallies in the neighbouring 
counties of Westmoreland, Cumber* 
land, and Northumberland, therefore 
the gentleman had put him iw mind of 
a braggart's ostentatiously boasting of 

a quality 
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a quality (as his own) which, on in- 
vestigation, was found to belong to 
another. 

Kew Edinburgh seems to cover 
about the same quantity of ground as 
the new buildings which have, in 
the course of these nine or ten years, 
been erected in St. George*s Fields; 
they speak of it with Bath, but there it 
$inks in the comparison, as much as if 
you were to compare St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital in .Smithfield to th« 
Royal Hospital at Greenwich. 

The fuperlority of the new town of 
Edinburgh to the old one makes the 
latter look like a dirty ugly jail, and 
so pr6u4 is every Scotchman of the 
New Town, that it is the very first 
^l)ing, should y w he a stranger, that 
M ' induces 
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induces him to open his rtiouth to you ; 
like the poor boy, who having walked 
bare-foot the greatest part of his life, 
and having procured a pair of coarse- 
looking new shoes, could never take 
his eyes from them, and whenever he 
happened to speak of them, said, there 
were not so fine a pair of shots in all 
Europe ! 

There was scarcely a stone of the 
new town laid before the commence- 
ment of the reign of our present gra- 
cious Sovereign, 'who, from his partia- 
lity to many of the gentlemen of that 
country, maybe justly termed the most 
friendly monarch in all Europe ! 

Time ere long may get the better 
of their prejudices and peculiarites, by 
telling them to throw away their 

nation- 
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nationality, to expand theirmindsy and 
become citizens of the' world; when 
they will find all nations have their 
beauties and theii* blemishes ; and when 
they have opened ^cM their eyes, they 
will find that few nations in all Europe 
have less beauties to boast of than 
Scotland. 

My motto is " I cannot flatter, and 
I will not lie.*' — If I have swerved 
from truth in my transient trip to 
Scotland, I shall refer to such of my 
readers to set me to rights, who have 
ever bad an opportunity of putting 
their noses into Edinburgh, or that 
have made use of their eyes and their 
ears with the same industrious and 
impartial attention which I have done. 

But I have been wandering too long 
out of the road, and must endeavour 

to 
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to make the best of my way back 
again to York, for the farther particu- 
lars of which place I shall refer the 
reader to the labours of the deep-read 
antiquarian, aud to the weighty vo- 
lumes which are to be found in some 
of our first libraries, and which speak 
at large of this venerable and ancient 
city, 

Scarborough is a well-built market- 
town, and the castle is of no incon- 
siderable extent, standing upon a stu- 
pendous promontory, commanding a 
view of the great German ocean, has 
a sublime effect as you approach it 
from the sea. The markjst is well 
supplied, provisions tolerably cheap, 
and the visitor has a greater advantage 
here than at most othej- ;,wat§ri,ag 
places, from the extent: of the.tQwn^ 
Y in 
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in i^espect to providing himself with 
lodgings, being often more convenient 
and moderate in their prices. 

• The bathing is not so pleasant ^s at 
Margate and many other places, ow- 
ing to the sudden tides and the short 
breakings of the sea, which often 
come with great impetuosity, and 
sometimes danger, to those who ven- 
ture too far from the shore : many ac- 
cidents haye happened in this respect. 

I had the mortification some years 
ago to be one among many huinlreds 
of spectators who saw the late unfor- 
tunate Mr. Bowers, tutor to the Earl 
of Glasgow, while he was bathing, 
drowned; a very amiable young gcnt- 
tlemaii, and a sound scholar; he was 
an excellent swimmer, but was top 

confident 
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confident in his own abilities; for, 
while he was laving and amusing him- 
self at a considerable distance from 
the beach, the sea-breaks overcame 
his strength, beat him almost to pieces 
against the shingles, and carried his 
body away into the wide ocean, where 
he sank; he was thrown up next day 
by the tide, at a little distance from 
the town. 

He was buried a few days after this 
accident, and followed to the grave 
by a great concourse of voluntary 
mourners, shewing an unfeigned 
grief, wetting their handkerchiefs 
with their tears, which issued from 
the hedrt as a tribute to his virtues^ 
and actuated by the reflection of so 
melancholy a catastrophe* 

• ' * . * ' 

There 
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There is a tolerable theatre here, 
and the performers are much upon a 
par with all other companies who 
perform at watering places. 

* The Assembly-room has nothing 
to boast of in respect to elegance: 
there is some dancing, but the four 
acts trip it right hand and left with 
more agility and dexterity, and are 
more attended to, than^the most cele- 
brated gentleman oixhtpump. 

Scarborough is two l^undred and 
thirty miles from London, and forty- 
four from the city of York. 

While at the above place, I fortu- 
nately picked up, at a bookseller*s 
shop, Ward's Antiquities of the County 
of York, who seems to be a very mo- 
dest 
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dest Waiter, but does not excel much 
in diction^ nor is he very minute ii^ 
respect to particulars* However, front 
what he says of Beverly^minster, at 
building little sfK>keu of in the sOuth-^ 
em parts of £nglahd, I was excited 
to ramble about five aaid thirty mile^ 
cut of my way, to grwify myself with 
a ^ight of it, for it lies near Hull, in a 
nook of Yorkshire. ' . 

Mr. Ward says, .*' The Dsoiies, it 
seems, had hot totally ruined the md^ 
nastry of St. John of Beverly; for iv^ 
arc told, that, in the year ioS8, it wa« 
enthely destroyed by an accidental 
(X>nflagration. But such .was the pie^^ 
of mankind, by degree, in vat4ou# 
time^, aod of dil&^rent work, t^^ 
raised it to an admirable foitn, and ifi 
anoixier the most p^agnififient and inaf 
Y z jestic. 
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jestic. Its length from east to west 
was one hundred and eleven yards; 
from north to south about fifty-five ; 
the breadth of tho^e aisles being 
twenty-one, the height from the pave- 
ment to the highest cieling about 
twenty-two, the side-aisles eleven, and 
up to the two strong western towers 
sixty-six. Thus it remained in glory 
till its dissolution, which we are told 
was in the first year of K. Edward VL 
by the power of an act made in 
the 26th year of his father'^ reign. 
After which, . being abandoned and 
stripped of its land, all the gutters, 
contraforts, and battlements, fell into 
a lamentable decay^ Its once-curi-? 
ously painted windows were broken 
and rendered imperfect in several 
places. In short, so much was the 
building. out of repair, that, in. the 

year 
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year 1710, it had like to have falleiij 
and become as a chaos of conftision^ 
especially the north-east part of the 
great cross, with others adji^iningi 
that depended upon one another, 
which, had such a deplorable accident 
happened, might have very much en- 
damaged the chQir« 

■» 

*♦ But, through the happy interpo- 
sition of John Moyser, Esq. who pro- 
cured a successful brief, assisted by 
th^ advice of Nicholas Hawksmpre, 
Esq, famous for his knowledge in ar^ 
chitecture ; encouraged by King George 
the First, w.ho granted towards its re- 
piftir some of the stones of St. Mary's 
Abbey, York; and Sir Michael 
Warton, who not only gave in his 
life- time 500I. but bequeathed 4000I. 
oiorci which happily increased by the 
1 rise 
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caped that drt^ful ^torm that afler* 
ward^ happened otl that tmfathoma-^ 
bie oeeatt: 

•* AH these powerful a^istances 
ehabled the Getitltojeo «htra«»d to 
restore, as it were, -this femoife chorch 
to its ancient splendor, — the adnaira- 
tion of all that beholil it &t thi» day: 

** When the preslent b^w&fdl pavt-» 
ment of the c&turch was beglnnfeg 
t* be laid) tht afoffesaid relics wer* 
again taken up, till an an^hed teposi-' 
tory of bricks was made^ in which 
they were replaced, with this ftew ad* 
dition to the ancient iilstription. 

*• To describe all its present beau- 
ties; the aforesaid pavement j in the 

body 
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body of the church, margined with 
black marble; that, in the choir, still 
more exquisitely fine, in form of a 
hexagon or cube; the altar, built after 
the Corinthian order, (up to which is 
an ascent of five or six steps, and cu- 
riously arched above, with the em- 
blem of St^ John beliiixd,) the t^^ble 
being of fine white marble, presented 
to the church by John Moyscr, Esq. ; 
the . ksser cross on each side ; that 
part t)n the South, now a place to 
transact parish-afFairs, and some of the 
North, made the vestry; the place, 
called sanctum sanctorum^ handsomely 
paved with ston.es of two colours ; the 
beautiful marble monument under the 
great east window, in honour of Sir 
Michael Warton, erected at the ex- 
pence of his grateful executor. Sir Mi- 
chael Newton, Knt,; the screen at 

the 
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the back of (and ancient decayed spiie- 
"work, like canopies) over the stalls, 
artfully mended and. supplied; the 
carved screen of fine white Roche- 
abbey stone, dividing the choir from 
the western part of the church, done 
after the old Gothic order; the new 
pulpit, desk^ and cover of the font, 
\>{ agate-stone, which was removed 
from the west end to the south wall ; 
the nic^ly-coutrived seats^ with neat 
gallertes for the parishioners in the 
side-aisles, of the Doric order, resem- 
bling those of St. Alban's at Rome^ 
supported by pillars of wood, without 
any damage to those of stone, which 
uphold the church ; the large effigies 
of the four Evangelists, St. Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, with their 
emblems beneath, which adorn the 
inner side of the great west door; 

up 
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up to which, on the duter, are new 
and handsome round steps of fair and 
white stone; to tell how wonderfully 
the late ingenious Mr. Thornton, of 
York, contrived an engine to screw 
up, perpendicular, the wall aforesaid, 
that before hung over three feet and 
a half; how a great part of the large 
cro3S, from whence the painted win^ 
dow of St. Martin bad been taken, 
was nobly rebuilt, and the outside and 
towers, especially from the west end 
of the south side to the door, repaired; 
truly to give all these their just enco- 
nniums would swell my volume to a 
greater degree than designed." 

Mr. Ward has forgot to mention 
the great endowments bestowed upon 
this minster by the Pennyman's fa- 
mily, or to describe the beautiful chapel 

in 
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in the east part of the church, appro- 
priated to their use, and in which are 
several handsome monuments, built in 
honour of their ancestors. 

In the north window, in the cross 
aisle, is a perfect painting on the glass 
of King Athelstone in his regal, and of 
John of Beverly in bis pastoral, robes, 
holding a handsome crosier in his hand ; 
the back ground represents a prospect 
of part of the adjacent country, to 
which the King is pointing, and from 
his mouth a scroll, inclosing a poetical 
decree in four lines of old German 
Text. 

All's fiee 
Make I thee 
As hearte can wisbe 
Or eye can sec. 

The whole minster is kept in so 
excellent a state of preservation, that 

one 
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one might suppose the mason had just 
taken his tools away, or that the doors 
had been opened to day to gratify thfc 
eye of the spectator with what seems 
to have been only finished yesterday. 

This minster, very unlike that at 
York, stands at the extremity of the 
south part of the town, in an extensive 
close, with gravelled walks, arched 
over with stately-trees, divested ofthfc 
disgraceful incumbrances of paltry 
houses and ragged tenements which 
invest the latter stately fabric, and its 
beautiful Chapter-House. 

Mr. Ward has also forgot to men- 
tion, that the model of Mr. Thornton's 
engine, that drew up the stupendous 
wall of the north aisle of Beverly 
minster, which had swerved so far out 
z of 
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of the perpendicular, is deposited in 
the mansion-house of York, well exe- 
cuted in wood, and worthy the atten- 
tion of every mechanist. 



TYNMOUTH. 

This watering place lies eight miles 
to the north east of Newcastle, in 
Northumberland; it is only a small 
village, composed of little more than 
one tolerable street of lowly houses; 
being in a plentiful country, a visitor 
may indulge himself and enjoy the ad- 
vantage of bathing here more reason- 
able than at any other place of the 
kind. The inhabitants, who possess 
the lodging houses and let them to the 
visitors, are humble, and seldom ex- 
tortionate; 
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tortionate ; it is said that there are 
sharks upon this coast, but there are 
non6 so ravenous as the great shark 
on the parade at Margate in Kent, 
who extends his wide and aX^aricious 
jaws with rapacioasw eagerness when- 
ever he hears of a hoy coming into har- 
bour, freighted with London gudgeons^ 
who have fattened their sides while 
they have been gliding about, and 
busying themselves for eight or nine 
months on the muddy banks of the 
river Thames, between Westminster 
and Lx)ndon Bridges; this land-shark 
employs himself for three or four 
months in the summer with gutting 
the gudgeons in question,. and, after 
depriving them of all the substance of 
their well-clad ribs, spurns them with 
contempt, and sends them home agai(i 
in as pitiable a state, as so many shotteii 
herrings. 

The 
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The bathing at Tynmouth is com- 
fortable and convenient, being shelter- 
ed by an aniphitheatre of lofty rocks, 
divided at the distance of about two 
hundred yards from each other, and 
about three hundred yards to the ex- 
tremity of the rocks, which run pa- 
rallel and open to the great German 
ocean. You are never annoyed by the 
wind but when it sets iafirom the east, 
being defended from all the other 
points by the rocks ; the sands axe dic- 
lectable to the feet, being more di- 
vested of pebbles or rubbish thaa any 
other bathing place. 

On the point of one of the rocks 
aie the beautiful and extensive ruins of 
Tynmouthr Abbey, built in the reign of 
King Athelstone^ near to which stands 
the castle, both commanding an ex- 
tensive 
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tensive look-out to the sea, and a 
side view of the busy port of Shields, 
which is divided from the castle and 
the Abbey by the River Tyne. A few 
miles from this place is Seaton Della- 
val, the seat and splendid domains of 
the Dellavals of Northumberland. 

One moon-light evening, walking 
with a friend about a mile northward 
upon the sands and near the rocks, we 
were surprised to see a female all 
alone near the mouth of a cave, who 
had recently lost her lover near that 
spot, by being overset in a small vessel 
while they were sailing for a little re- 
creation too near the shore, where he 
was unfortunately drowned. She was 
a handsome young woman, and ap- 
peared to be inconsolable, leaning 
upon her arm upon a large stone at the 
entrance of the cave; her situation 
z 2 was 
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was pitiafck, her sorrow excessive, nor 
could we prevail upon her with the 
nusst earnest entreaties to leave that 
nielbncboly sot. She acquainted us 
with the place of her residence, to 
which we made the best of our way, 
and told her friends of her unfortunate 
situation, but had the mortification of 
being informed by the neighbours, that 
she died on the morrow of a broken 
hearts 

Being struck with the malady which 
attended this poor ill-fated fair one, 
the circumstance presented itself as 
no improper thesis; out of which 
I produced the following song, en- 
titled the 

MAID OF THE ROCK. 

I sat OQt one eve with intention to roam 
To Ac rock where the sniges wantonly play 5 

When the owl had stole out from her secret hom^ 
And bright.vestcd Hesperus clos'd in Ihe dajr; 

Th« 
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The moon was at fall and with digpky roscj I 

And tissu'd with silver the green-mantl'd seas ; 

The God of the Ocean wa» gone to repose, , 

And iEolus fahn'd with a whispering breeze. ' 

II. 

On reaching the cave where old legends reportj ^ 

And many a sorrowfol tale has been, sung ^^ 

Where Uood-bunting lobber^ had, oft held theis couKt ^ 

On each side was some vestige of chivalry hung; *\ 

My eyes were alarm'd on behdding a maid', J 

"Who near to the cavern sat silent in grief; ^ 

Her head on her band all ia scp'row was laid# * 

A hard rocky pillow was all her relief. 

llh 

She started with fear> and she fain wou'd have fled, 

I begg'd her to stay and her sorrows relate; 
Then told her from me she had nodiing to dreads 

That 1 was brought there by the order of Fate j 
You came by the order of one, she reply 'd. 

Who has done all she can to distract my poor mind» 
O'erwhelm'd in the deep my dear William, my pride ; — 

Then sank, and she gave her last breath to the wind. 



YARMOUTH. 
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Yarmouth is in the county of 
Norfolk, and lies near to the sea- 
coast, about twenty- two miles east of 
that city; the town stands in a penin- 
sula, and its bay and the extensive 
quay have often been said to resemble 
the quay and bay at Naples; the 
streets are not very wide, but, upon 
the whole, tolerably well built. 

The bathing here, in respect to pu- 
rity, is equal to the most frequented 
watering place in England, but so 
much cannot be said in regard to its 
conveniency or accommodation, the 
whole town and the country round for 
many miles being one continued bed 
of sand; therefore, as the machines 

are 
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are at some distance from the town, if 
you ride, the horse is up to the belly, 
and, if you walk, you are up to the 
knees in this troublesome soil. 

The low-backed cart is a vehicle 
commonly used here, and I believe on 
accoiuit of the roads, but it is a dis- 
agreeable species of conveyance; yoa 
cannot help forming to yourself, from 
the slowiijess, its humble appearance, 
and your near acquaintance with your 
mother-earth, while you are riding in 
one of these carts over the sandy roads, 
that you are in a sledge, drawn like a 
traitor, to some place of execution ; 
but when upon the rough pavement 
in the town, you are electrified with 
the bone-breaking motion, almost im-* 
possible to sustain it even when in 
healthy but an invalid is in danger of 
annihilation. 

Yarmouth 
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Yarmouth is not so fashionably at- 
tended as Southampton, Brighthelm- 
stone, or even Margate or Ramsgate; 
but those who go with a good appe- 
tite get themselves gratified at a much 
less expence than at either of the other 
places, and many of the summer 
visitors of this town are neighboxirs 
composed mostly of that description, 
who go more for an hour of relaxa- 
tion, to look about them, and to gra- 
tify their stomachs with the viands of 
the table than swill themselves with 
the briny water of the ocean. 

This town, from its traffic and ma- 
ritime intercourse, like Southampton 
and Scarborough, is more indepen- 
dent of the company that go there 
than Brighton, Margate, or Rams- 
gate; not a new-fangled place, built 

by 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



YARMOUTH. z6^ 

by greedy and insatiable swallows for 
a season, who live on the giddy sum- 
mer-flies from London and its vicinity. 

The lodgings are more easy ac- 
quired, and rents more moderate than 
the other mercenary places in ques- 
tion; and provisions of every kind are 
to be had at a much cheaper rate, at 
any time of the day, without being 
obliged to scramble for them. 

. There is a theatre here generally 
well attended, belonging to Mr, Brun- 
ton. Manager of the Norwich com- 
pany, which, next to those of London, 
Bath, and York, stands in a more re- 
spectable light than most other theatres 
in England. 

The 
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The Assembly-room is not of liie 
first order, cither in respect to its eie*- 
gance or the company that attend it, 
and there is no other structure of con- 
sequence, unless it be the Custom- 
ix>use. 

The church Jbas a whimsical twist- 
ed spire, slated, or leaded, from the 
bottom to the top, resembling an in- 
verted cornucopia, and, as it . has a 
good fat living attached to it, conveys 
Tko bad idea, being more the S3rmbol of 
plenty than of piety. 

Yarmouth, through Colchester, Ips- 
wich, Woodbridge, &c. is one hun- 
dred and twenty-three miles from 
London, which is the nearest road; 
should you go through Chelmsford, 
Bury St. Edmund's, and Norwich, it 

is 
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miles. 

At Bury St. Edmunds, which is 
called, in point of air and^tuation, the 
Morttpellier of England, the traveller, 
should he have a veneration for anti- 
quity, Gothic architecture, or monastic 
history, will be gratified were he to 
stop at this place. 

The two churches which were 
built, and at this time stand upon one 
extensive and consecrated piece of 
ground, are^both handsome and vene- 
rable edifices, but tl^t of St. Mary's is 
uncommonly so; the taper <jothic lofty- 
columns, which support the roof, are 
scarcely to be equalled in symmetry 
and beauty in any other, church in this 
island; the roof was made in France, 
A A and 
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aiid put t?pgether after it was brought 
into this country. 

It has altogether a very light and 
elegant effect, and is ever kept in good 
repair; the ancient monuments are 
numerous, and many of them spa- 
cious ; the armorials, for the most part, 
are richly blazoned. 

The pulpit and the desk are an ex- 
pensive piece of workmanship, built of 
the best mahogany, and of a more 
than usual size. 

The church-yard comprises many 
acres of ground, and the grave-stones 
are multifarious to a great degree. 

Many striking vestiges of antiquity 
surround this burying* place, particu- 
larly 
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larly the stupendous ruins of the an- 
cient abbey, of which Mr. Kendall has 
given us a very accurate engraving in 
its present state, which being engrafted 
as it were by many well-built houses, 
erected within the strong cemented 
arches^ give it a peculiar effect, and 
adds greatly to the curiosity of the 
picture. He has likewise, by way of 
explanation, furnished us with an 
interesting part of its history, sayings 
** This structure was, in the time of 
its perfection, accounted the largest 
church in England, being two hun- 
dred and forty feet broad, and five 
hundred and thirteen feet in length. 
It had five aisles, and was exceedingly 
lofty. Its inside was enriched with 
the most beautiful work in carving and 
gilding, exclusive of many stately mo- 
numents, whiqji were erected over the 
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remains of royal and noble personages, 
whose interments in the church were 
numerous. 

" Among these were St. Edmund, 
King and Martyr. 

*^ Constantia, Countess of Rich- 
mond, daughter of Wilham the Gon- 
queror, by Lady Matilda, daughter of 
the Earl of Flanders. 

*' Richmond, the Conqueror's ne- 
phew, who landed with William, and 
shared the command in the famou* 
battle of Hastings. 

" His brother and successor Allen 
Niger, Earl of Brittany and Rich- 
mond. 

" Thomas Plantagenet, son of 
King Edward the First, by Lady Mar- 
garet, daughter of Philip King of 
Francf, Earl Marshal of England and 
Earl of Norfolk. 

" Thomas 
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^^ Thomas of Beaufort, son of John 
of Gaunt, by the Lady Caroline Swin- 
ford. 

" Mai-y Tudor, Queen of Louis 
the Twelfth, King of France, and sister 
of King Henry the Eighth. 

** John of Lydgate, the famous 
poet. Monk of this Abbey. 

V Robert the Martyr, who was 
crucified by the Jews. 

" Sir William Elmham. 

" Sir William Tress el. 

" Sir William Spencer, &c. &c» 
and most of the Lord Abbots." 

Dugdale speaks but little of this 
place, nor does any other monastical 
writer; but perhaps this may proceed 
from want of proper records, (many 
of which were destroyed at the disso* 
lution of the great- Abbey,) which 
A A z would 
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would have giveii them a just and fair 
authority for a true ?iiKi more p^rtku* 
lar infonnation in respect to the an- 
nah of this memoiabk town and its 
Gothic relics; 

It is a pity, and a grfeat loss to the 
curious who take pleasure in making 
researches of this nature, that more of 
its history has not been preserved, as 
there are many other visible and stri- 
king marks of antiquity, which testify 
that Bury St. Edmund's has once been 
a place of very considerable conse- 
quence as well as grandeur, 

Norwich, next to London and Bris- 
tol, is one of the largest cities in Eng- 
land, has the narrowest streets, and 
the largest market-place that is to be 
seen any where, except Coveiit- 

Garden 
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Gardcbattd Smithfield in London ; and 
they have- to boast of its being as plen- 
tifbUy supplied with all the good things 
of the earth as any market in the three 
kingdoms. 

The cathedral is a large building, 
much more extensive than either of 
the churches at Bury St. Edmund's^ 
but by no means so elegant as St, 
Mary's at the latter place; nor is there 
that respectable history about it. 

In Norwich there are thirty-three 
churches, which shew that religion 
was more attended to and revered by 
our afncestors than it is at the present 
day, unless by the fanatical sectaries in 
Mooriields and Tottenham Court- 
road, where the furious preachers seem 
to be hand and glove with the great 

Creator 
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Creator of all things, making bim a 
partial spirit that has set Jik face 
against all but the chosea few, their 
own goodly selves. 

Like Moses, they have their secret 
conferencts with the Deity, though 
not perhaps in a burning bush, but ia 
secret chambers, which is ^burning 
shame that no one else should be ad- 
mitted into his presence but a frantic 
cobler or a howling tailor, who shall 
have taken upon themselves to teach 
the Gospel, one to his own end and 
the other to his own measure i promis- 
ing those that are more ignorant than 
themselves a passport to hoavent when 
many of the poor deluded wretches 
miss their way, aiid end their melan- 
choly days in Bedlam, - 

At 
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At Norwich there is annually kept 
a kind of Regatta, and many of the 
best inhabitants keep a handsome 
cutter, which on that day they fur- 
nish with the gayest rigging. They 
sail or row down the river to the viK 
lage of Thorp, about two miles from 
the city, then assemble in a grove upon 
the shore to the amount of some hun- 
dreds, and spend the afternoon in high 
festivity. Being once of the party, 
I was much entreated a few days 
previous to this festival to writ^ them 
a song upon the occasion, saying, that 
they were tired of their hackneyed old 
ditties, and accordingly I penned the 
following words, making the measure 
accord with an old French tune, which 
served as a new one in this country, 
and I named it the Sailor's Alle- 
gory; it was sung by one of the party, 

who 
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who possessed a strong manly voice ; 
the chorus was general, and has. since 
that time become a very popular song 
throughout the kingdom; the merit 
of which, like that of my Disoon- 
late Sailor, has been given to the 
same character as that song was, there- 
fore I have taken the liberty to intro- 
duce it here, as the finale to this work, 
with the history of its birth, that the 
world may no longer be deceived- 

Life's like a ship in constant n^otion^ 

Sometimes high and sometimes tour ; 
, Where ev'iy one must brave the oceatij 

Whatsoever wind may blow. . 
If unassail'd by squall or show*r. 

Wafted by the gentle gales, 
Let's not lose^the fev'ring hour. 

While success attends our sails. 

n. • 

Oi" if the Wayward wind should bluster. 

Let us not give way to fear ; 
But let us all our patience muster, 

And learn from Reason how. to steer; 

Let 
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Let Judgment keep you cvei steady, 

*Tis a ballast never fails ; 
Should dangers rise> be ever ready 

To manage well the swelling sails. 

III. 

Trust not too much your own opinion. 

While your vessel's under way; 
Let good example bear dominion,— 

That's a compass will not stray, ' 
When thundering tempests make you shudder. 

Or Boreas on the surface rails. 
Let good discretion guide the rudder. 

And Providence attend the sails. 

IV. 

Then, when you're safe from dangers^ riding 

In some welcome port or bay, 
Hope be the anchor you confide in. 

And Care awhile enslumber'd lay ; 
Or, when each can's with liquor flowing. 

And good fellowship prevails. 
Let each true heart, with rapture glowingj 

Drink success unto our sails* 

FINIS. 
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